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Caut 1071. Cotesfield location is the

Pest Office
Ceming
Through!

By Ron W Sack

The Howard Coumty
Historical Seciety is in the
prow=s of rocrcatmg an
authemtic rum of the._
cemtulry manm street
Ome key buildimig im the
1ecrearted maim stieet will
be the additiom of the
Cotesfield Post Office The
post office wars ome wary
the world emtered the
towm ammd ome wary the
towm emtered he world

April 19, 1996 marked
the final day of business for the post office.
The closing was part of a naticmal
downsizing effort by the United States
govemnment. 1t sezved the Cotesfield area
for nearly 125 years.

The building owned by Maxine and
Joe Cofal of Cotesfield, will he donated to
the Howard County Historical Society for

us¢ in the hissorical village.

Con-Aitu Pt Office phows @acicys: Ron W, Sack
As we continve to cesearch the
Coresfield Post Office, we find it has quisc
a histoty to it -- and an old one at that.
Actordmg 8o Perkey's Nebraska Plase
Nanres, a post office was established in
Coresfield ont Decamber 1, 1871. In dhe
four counties of Greeley, Howard,
Sherman, and Valley, 98 different post
offices werc established Of the 98, the

second oldest -- segetd
enly w the one essblishied
in St. Paul on July 12,
1871. This hisvocy alone is
ceason enough o save this
building

The current building
that we are planning to
move and rcstore was
built in 1920 by Jess
Saurtter This building
ocentains the original
postmasier’s counter, as
well as a safe, a desk and
several other items. With
the ezception of the
front, the building’s
exwerior is in original
condition. The front will
require resvoration %o
bring it back o its 1920
glory The inside will need the care and
hours of dedicated volunseers to restore it
so the seciety can display their valuable
pest office and gevernment eollections

Phiase onieconsisted of the find drive
and commmity awareness about historic
eresecvation. Knowing that funds for 1997
were limited, a mnd drive was sarted on
November 3, 1996. The diive consisted of

Mystery
writer’s life

Phoeo coureesy: Veres Bardnouve

Recordsetting
attendance setby
encampment.

Society receives
$3,000 grant
for brochure.
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Cotesfick Pt Office, consimeel

a direct mail piece, a series of posters
placed around town and several
newspaper articles

Phase two is the move to the Howard
Councy Historical Village in St. Paul and
structural cestoration The cost of moving
the post offiee will be donated by family
and historieal socicty voluntecrs. Bill Sack
and Mike Markviche, local residenss and
preservation suppatters, will votunteer
their ime and services »o help with che
move Cotesficld and Howard Couney
Hissorieal Society membess
will also volunteer.

The preservatien cam-
paign cnabled the group wo
get the new foundadon
placed and the neacsmary
steps in place by the font
doot The font puruea of
che building will also
require funds on restozra
aien, as will the inside
customer scrvice arca. Dry wall, siding,
painting, sanding and other matenals are
just sem e of the items that require funds.
Mast of this expease has been raized

Phase three will consist of exhibits ard

displays for dhe inside of the pest office.

“We are forunate that the Elba Post
Off\ce had becn sonwacted in time about
our plan,” said Ron Sack, project coordina-
sor. *They are movinginto their new

building, and many itecas will be donated,

once the proper pager wotk has been
done,” stated Sack.
“The National Trust For Hiscoric

Pseration, Mounwins/Plains office has

bean contacted for consulation,”

el

concludod Sack. “They are very inseresied
in this project. ard want us to document
our progress and send our puxt o them
when the cestetasion is eomplete.” (A spory
in their national publication seems likely.)

“We couldn’t have done this without
the suppott of this prescrvation group,”
ssated Marion Behensky, another project
coordinator. “We still have a ways wo g0,
bt we are dedieated to preserving Howard
Coamty’s history”

Liz King, President of the Howard
Ceunty Historical followed by saying, *Two
Luthczan Groups (Aid Association fes
Lutherans and I atheran Brothethood) are
helping us with sizable
grants for supplies and
bbor, and Howard County
has responded wemen-
dously with Gnancial
backing: nearty $2,600 has
been given for this preser-
vation projecc”

Board members volunteenng gme atxd
ocemposing the Cesesfield Post Office
Presecvation Group are: Marion @ahensky,
Janet Hruza, Liz King, Wave Sprague, Mena
Sprague and Ron Sack
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Encampment sets
attendance record.

By liz King

The Howard Cowity Historical
Socicty hosted a Civil Wzr Encampment
on June 6-8. This event was a three- day
reenactment of civilian and soldier
lifestyles of the 1860s was betwaen the
states. In addition, a medical tent and an
embalmers tent were set up as displays,
with open invitations for all guesiz 80
learn abouot the hardships of wat An
infantry of canons and artillery were also
on hand for the living history event.

The 9th Texes Batallion repeesented

themselves professionally ard with cour-
tesy toward all the curious visitors, not
only was the encampment a “firsc” for the
Howard County Hissorical Seciety, but
broke all attendance records for any
event, with crowds estimated at 550.600
people for the entire weekend.

Also adding to the weckends populari-
ty was the Prairie Blacksmith Association,
with board membeis Dave and Mena
Sprague acting as hosts to the stase-wide
organization. The group continually
shewed off cheir blaclsmithing skills & a
™ost apPreciative audience.

The most exciting and highly viewed
portion was the “night firing” in which
the men in “gray” proudly showed off
their artillery, marching and firing skills
at dusk The canons al3o rang out over
the village gtounds and could be heard
across towm

The bells of the historic Faiwell
Danish Luthesan Church tang out the
invisasion for the 900 a_m Sunday wor-
ship serviees, which were open to the

public. A fuil house brought memories as
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the church was used for iw original pur-
pase -- 3 house of worship.

The group "Plain 1 .abel” entertained
with seunds of the past. This wio pre
formed in vintage clothing and serenaded
the stiolling visitors with sengs and
insttuments of another day and time. The
threesome were a delight and brought
back some long feegotren sangz.

The event was a huge success! So
many expressed their gratitude to the
Society for bringing this event wo the

area!

“I really enjoyed and
appreciated your effors
to get them. It was so
enlightening and very

meaningful to me as a

direct descendent of a

Civil War soldier.”

A letter from Vivian Berggren
St. Paul
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Next
Stop...
St. Paul

By Ron W.Sack

Toknow a
county's architecture
is to lnow its past
and present. At one
time, Howard
County had nine
deposs which
spronted up in nearly
every section of dhe
county

Depows were pre
senc in the following
communizies: Boelus
(U.R depot built m
1886); Cotesticld
(U. B depot built in
1906, retired Jan.
1959); Cishing
(Burlington depor,
dates unknown);
Dannebrog (U.P. depoc builc in 1886 and
rebuile after a 1909 fire in 1910}; Elba
{U.P. depoc built in 1883); Farwell
(Butlington depot built in the lace
18805); St. Libory (U.P depot built in
1885, retired Aug. 30, 1963); and St. Paul
(2 deposs: U. P depot built in 1885,
Budlington depot dates unknown).

Picaired above ace two of
St. Paul’s finest monuments wo early
transportation: Union Pacific and
Burlingron Notthern Depous.

Several points along the lines also
offered places for passengess to beard,
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some of which wcre: Dublin (between
St. Paul and St. Libory), Kenyon
(between Dannebrog and Boelus) and
Warsaw (near Midway ). The Dublin
Station was a wooden building moved
in from Ord in April of 1914 and retired
in May of 1934. Anyoone with
photographs and inforation on its
whereabouts is encoiraged to contact
the Howard Connty Hissorical Society
ac P.O. Box 304, St Paul, NE 68873.

Of the nine depos once thriving in
Howard County, three remain seending:
Elbe {(moved from its original lecation),
St Libory (moved from its original

location and partof
the Union Grain
Elevaror), and
Boelus (moved onso
a new lecation neat
the highway).

Howard Councy
has yet to save and
ptescrve one of these
last monuments; a
monument which
was largely respansi-
ble for che county’s
tremendous giowth
in the carly yeats.

Source material
provided by the
Nebraslea Seate
Historical Society,
Union Pacific
Railtoad and Alberr
Schwenl:.

Photos courtesy:
Marie lwanski and
Ron W. Sack

About the
newsletter...

This newsletees is published quarterly by
the Howard County Historical Society in
St. Paul, Nebrasha Ies missien is 80 promecc
a geater awareness for the rich hiswory of
Howard County and o promote continued
support for prescrvation projecss This issue
was prepared by Ron W. Sack. All ideas feor

mmproving the newsletter are welcome
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Histerical architecture quiz.

How smart are you on Howard County’s architecmnc? Take a few minutes 3o see if you can identify seme of Howard County'
moNuUMEDSS 10 prosperity, Tanspormation, relipion and education Answers appear at the bottom of the page. These phatopraphs appear
courtcsy of Ron W. Sack and are part of his extensive personal collection (2004} on Howard Coimty architecture.

Nowe: unformnaely all these strumures no longer exise
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From the President
By Liz King

1 had origmally mitended this column to be a nement to
pause and reflact on the last six months but, instead, it’s an
oppertumity to catch my breath! The Heward County Historical
Society has had a banner year, and it is only half over!

1 am truly blessed to be associated with some real winners -
- the Board of Directors and memdets of the Society who gen-
erously donate their time and endless talens to preserve and
promote the precious
history of the county. Since January, the Society has sponsored
several programs, both entertaining and educational, which
have brought large local crowds as well as appreciative visitors
from Grand Island, Omoha, Greeley, Fulleron, and Scotia.
They filled owr rooms to capacity.

Thus is the first year the Society has spansored four major
evens -- two dewn, and two to go! The amount of time and energy that is put forth in such a detailed-ori-
ented project is immeasurable, but well worth it. The “City and County Garden Tour,” even with the
rain, was very well received.

The three day “Civil War Encanpiunt,” a living history event, was tuly a historic weekend, breaking
all attendance records: 550 to 600 pesple atended. Yet to come this year is the “Gruber Grandstand
Gala,” a live entertainment resounding from the veranda of the hissoric home and the ever-popular
“Annual Holiday Tour of Homes.”

The Society continues to improve upon and maintain the integvity of our Howard County Historical
Village, Gruber House and Museum of Nebraska a Baseball Greas. We are listening to your wants by
bringing in the Cotesfield Post Office. Nearly 80 people have sent in donations on this project and two
Lutheran groups are providing major funding. Rumor has it that the other buildings can’t wait to meet their
new friend and neighbor.

Research is being dene on the lives of Jean Pots and Earl Kimber.

The military exhibit has groun and has been recently revamped.

All of these wonderful happenings could not continue without the generosity and support of the citizens
and business owners of the area, who selflessly donate time, food, newspaper space, as well as the
monetary contributions that continue to come in and inspire our effors. Yes, our children and our chil-

dren’s children will leam and remember where we came from.
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Veterans exhibit
attracts large
audiences.

One of the mote popular anractons
this sunmer has been the exhibit honoring
Howard County's veterans The Lannder
Herven display, vetezan beoks/records as
well as che veteran arnfacts give one the
feeling of how impottant an exhibit of chis
caliber is nceded Many appreciate the
bard work and houms of research needed ro
produce an exhibit of this quality

Signature Quilt
on display.

A quilt honoring Howard Ceuncy
families, businesses and crgANI=tions is ow

~ou: dispiay at the Gruber House in the cast
bexboom. Please check out this incredible
werk of art. A bref guide to the quilt is alse
available at the Gruber House.

Kudos
to Dave
Sprague.

A ratity ameng Nebraska County
Museimus is a living histary demonstiretion
Howard County Historical Village sontin-
ues © be honored by having Dave give
blacksmithing demonsravicais We are so
6oramase %0 have someone share his salents
so welfishly

Mystery writers
life solved,

Jjean Potws left St Paul in the 19305 with
hopes and dreams of achieving greatmess

with her writing salents in New York City
She fulfilled many of those deeams. Fora
bricf outline of Jean's writing career, please
rcad the enclosed brochure.

Earl Kimber’s life
being researched.

Board member Mick McDowell is in dhe

process of researching the life of Earl
Kimber. If you have any infornation on

Earl Kimber, please call Mick, or scnd che
information s the Howard County
Hisworical Sociery

$3,000 grant
received from
Departmentﬁ”_z

Hisworical Village and Mweum of Nebraska
Baseball Greass.)

The grant, for $3,000, is for the produc-
tion of a promotional brechure for the
Hisworical Village aod the Grubet Heuse.
Docations of “abor, which will raatch che
cash given, were promised by Liz King,
Ron Sack and anwother of Ron's professior al
allies, Robert Ervin. Ezvin helped Sack
preduce the award-winning photographic
series on Howa:d County entitled “Silent
in the Land.” Bonations by such proven
talents and support letters ﬁ'nm l:he ciry,

icati ; wed hours of paper
work. Mote podre Z:Z!
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Life in Heward
County

a.k.a Denmark.
8y Ron W, Sack

To know a county's architecture is w
know its past and present. Howard County
stands as the county which had the most
®anish Luthetan Churches in the state.
Histoty defines the "Oanish Era” of Banish
burn immigrants between 1860 and 1930
Dhiing chat era, there weie more Danes in
Howard County than in any other county
in the state (wich the exeeption of Douglas
Ceunty). In Howard County alane, 11
Danish Lutheran Churches were present
in vatious commumitics

Such churches were: Immanuel

Lucheran in the South Logan Township

(first buile in 1906 and again in 1914),
St. Peter’s Lutheran in the North Logan
Township (built between 1910-11),

Dry Creek Lutheran in the Leup Fork
Township (built in 1902), Dannebrog
Iucheran (built in 1890), Farwzelt Banish
Ludieran (buile in 1898), Kunsmote
Scandinavian Lutheran in the St. Libory
Township (buile in 1887), St. John's
Lucheran i Cushing (built in 1906),

St. Peder's Lucheran in Nysted (firse buile
in 1887 and again in 1921), Scandinavian
Lutheran in Elba (built in 1908),
Dannevirke Lutheran (built in 1906) and
St Mark’s Lutheran in St Paul (built in
1956). Forouately, several of these
churches remain.

The photegraph above shows the
tarwell Danish Lutheran Church (nodice
Farwell Public School to the left). It fmmd
a new life and home when Henry and

Farwell Dianish Liheram Chunch
Phoso Cosmtesy: Rom W Sack

Dotis Rasmussen had the vision to d
it to the citizens of Howard County for use
in the Howaid County Histotical Village.
OF special note, sescorch. indicates, the

building will be celebmaring its 100th
i r ycati 1
were beld tember 18, 1898.

On a perenal note, this
German/PolishfAustrian descendant is
very proud of the rich Danish heritage that
exists m Howard County

Suggested reading: Life m @1 Amayican
Denmak, which is available at the St. Paul
Public Library.

Seuree materisl provided by the
Necbraska Swate Historieal Socicty and
Blessonu en the Pranie: A Histovy of the

b

Banish {utheran Chisshes i Nebraska, by )

Edith and Jean Mactesen.





