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Glory Days:
Alook at the

St. Paul
championship
teams from
1928 and 1929
and the coach
who made them
a SUCCesSS.

By Ron W. Sack
{With infosmanion supplied from
Qinton Baharsky)

This coming March marles the 70th
anniverwmry of thebeginning of a feat
in Nebrasha baskewball history which
has never been duplicated: St. Paul is
the smallesthigh sctiool ever to win
back 10 -back titlcs in Cass A.

The story begins in 1926 Calvin
Coolidge was President. The economy was
in good health And St. Paul's Board of
Education had secured the seyvices of a
young man, fust one year out of college,
to ceach the athleticteams and teach at
St Paul High School Not much attention
was paid to him on his arcival in St. Paul,

Rat Panel, atilete Of e Yo, Nebwasba Suate Tembers
Colege at Karney Phoias o esy of Ron W, Saek

as Grover (eveland Alexander was stealing
the headlines as an ace pitcher for the
St. Louis Casdinals.

The new coachwas A R. °Pat” Panek,
who came w0 St. Paul afew days before
school smited and could be found on the

Below: Par Panelk's graduation photo from
Nebragka State Teachers College at Kecrney

foothal] field digging
sandburs.
€ootball. When

schoolstarted, he hada
squad of unseasoned
matetial to work with, as foot-
ball had only ssanred in 1924. Pat's
Hitst football team won four and lost
five, scoring 155 poin to the oppo-
nen®' 127 Panek’s 1927 foothall seam
was undefeated @-8) with 148 points
10 theopponents® 31 They were
ranked #1 inass B by some of the
spork editoss. Playec of the Year in
Class B was Keith Davis and Coach
ofthe Year in (lass B was Pat Panek.
All-Saase (1arge schools) found Keith
Davis listed at Rullback Panek’'s 1928
foatball seam again was undefeated
with 273 poinits to the opponents’ 29
Their final record was 7-0 -1, good

Cominued on nex page.
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(1926 29), aud Nodlodl €|529-38), Nebxada ard Deoves,
Cobwado (19554am) mxcury), 31 AD-Hiae vianvg
Cokwado fixafal omach, career rcoord 328 117-29
Himars:
- Nafiore) High Scabool Candiwes Mall of Pane
Kol s Caaedh of the Year
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- “The story of
| the little church
in the vale.

2=  Guesswhose
>} homes are part
of this year's tour.

Howard County
gets its second

capital.
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enough for some of the spors editors ©©
rank them #3 in Class B, Player of the Year
was Keith Davis and he was also named
All-Sanc All Class. (It is noted that the NSAA
did not lave footad playaffs il the 1970s)

Track. 1927 was the first year St Paul com-
peted with the othwer scheols Medals and
ribtbons were won by e boys. 1928 and
1929 were different Both years the S Panl
wanss were the Loup Valley Gomps. Everett
Davis also sct a staxe record in (he javelin.

Baskednll The next three years are what
eventually put St. Paul on the map. This great
ecach led his 1927 (¢am to an cusaanding
aason, Inding (0 Feemond at the fiest rovnd
in the Qass A Swte Toumament Their final
record was 16-2, good encugh for somye
pollaerstorank them 7th in Class A But this
wasonly the beginning.

‘The 1928 seam was undefeased fos moss of
e season, and lost only o Keamey indie
finals of the Keamey TourTamoaw. Two
weelss later, St. Paut walked lrome with the
Saate Chnmpionship for Class A i Lincoln

(defezming Norfolk 17-12, Keamey 254,
Crete 18-14, and Grand Island 18.11) Panek’s
tezm did have two lasses at the National
‘Toumamen? in Chicago, Thnois.

In 1929, faneX’s team was undefeated in
5eason play, winning the Gass A State
Cumpionship (defeating Gencva 35-27,
Crete 22-7, Yotk 25 -20and Hasungs 25-22
in OT.) St Paul was the enwy of all other
schools i1 the swage of Nebrasha No school
in1the history of the tcurmment had ever
won badk 1o back tides in (Jass Awihsuch
a st sadend ensoliment.

Atthouigh St. Paul has grodiaed some fine
teams sinee the 1929 season — 1934, 1936,
1941, 1955, 1958, 1965, 1977,1981, and 1994
are N some that come o anind — drey didnt
qualify for State agan untll 1995. Sommehow, [
think Pat would be very proud of the 810
of the St Pau) boys basleinll programs of
recent years Much of what was seen in Pat
can be found in Coach Rick Peress.

Records, rankings, and Al State information supplied
Srom the book, Nebrasha High School Sports, by ferry
Mathers, Other resources were: Nebraska School
Activities Association, Howard County Historical
Society, Clinton Bahenshky and Rick Peters.

A tribute from those who knew Pat..
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Poved's first chaapicmshid st i 1928, Borch
rou; fef? w1y Asgacdine,
PronkEn Azndey, fadaom Saxlio e Glesom.
Art Lymch, and Qirsom Baheredy The taan firtshed the
Metvata burbetuaf] sarson at 202 Art Iyroh aoas
namad Flayer of the Yo and made the A8 Skt tezm
ahile Agt Fara was Gk Of the Yur, X Rzl was al
af axring hamplon in Qass A with #s 30.0
averggr L) was imthddudd xnring Aaop with ftis
aeage of 1 L0 poinis per grme. Fhotts GBSy O

Pawead s axxmd champiauskip team iz 23 Bak
rou, ke 1o rght Glevs iy fohn Dobrx A7s Lyrnck,
Jfohn Nollaridde, foh sy MeIm and Ceeh RT Raek.
Fror8 row: Adkam Suxdirg, G even Dats Relth Davs,
ared fimey Martin The tem fivished the Nty asbo
2000 gt 22 @ Ay Lyweh was Qpdin Fldyer of the 6,
Punai was Coack Of the Y. Keith Davis, Berer DOV,
ard LyTack made the AR Sk @oms _fIWnTy SATEN 1S
naced feraratie cxrmun St Roals snrbg avernge
0as 35 PO pery gome. WRk this aoerags, ghey were
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The Calerdar - A few highlights from she 1929 Championship season — Taken from the SPHS annual.

Sept. Z7 — Wik afixtaly chosen as tie for . Pad
teams. (J92B wam used de formes (easost - e Apastc |

Jan. 3 — WRkexs walk ou Lexngsn in bedaytal openey,

Jan 11 _Canda sends Grdgierm Prep o L Pad fxa
dofext a2 the hands of Pa’'s boys.

Jan 25— Scods s che i of wire.
Feb. | — @vd dofraad forthe ascond time this yezr

Feb. 2 - i kigh schweol moves en axzse w Grand Ebrxd to
sz de Wikdoas doovn drose ancia enamies.

#¢d.8 ~ Danndwog's name added to Par’s bekt.

Fch 12 — Revema Joiles the growing kst BASKETBALL -
O CGNE CAN THINE OF ANY IHING FLSE.

Feb. 16— Amacher brvaskoo of foeelgn gams. Fikicxs
dowm Lncoin i1 hectic game Pran period rapbed
Feh. 223 — Dzt ko et in Kearvey — A gice
e of sibketware added w the Bopdy ce Beaves Cay
and ey pax o die skids

Feb. 8- The Rexbdinag ovade the Wikdcw &n at lose
again

March 7 — State Taavermas® s Tall boys coame froro
bebxivad and dfet Gereva.

March 9 - THE TOWN MOVES YO RINOOIN.

Nerve 13ckdt € g5 wisis e Sampyssiap, 1hece
Wikkors epabe-AS-Some (Tean 522 G-aithistimne |

A pd 2 Offo Natixrd TasuzTEsw in (hlagn. Grext
gos Coruexins wies dre Widcas for
deely first defex

Apui 3 - Much ZémExion. Pafs boys defex Mies Gy,
Mo

Apuil 4 = The oow ensos Goom, dinescliminmes
St ead.

¢y Mates’s book doegnt swchade the wit/TWo bosses
atthe Narxswl Towoeey on . Paks poess® recovdd
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Turkey Creek
and Farwell
Presbyterian
Church had
short life.

O January 32, 1881, the Rev Al Loder
met with several peopie of the commius ity
south of the preserd lown of Faiwell They
organized the Tinkey Creek Presbyeran
Clurch with 16 reembers

Locapon of the chvirch was south of the
Turkey Creek Scodish Cemeter y, Jocated in
seion 17 In 1898, the Turkey Creek Church
was moved and berame the Farwell
Presyerian Churdh, locased on ke 7, block 9
of Farwell. Albin and Helen Saeleda now
own the property and have bailit s howise
there. The duurch, whid faced west, baassed
a hiching post in the front. The Rev. George
Longswb served this church iom April 1903
unsl Apuil 17, 1910 Niisiis the st recorded

se=sjon of the church boaid. Apgasrey
Fasrwll was not dishandead, ba just faded
away Momxes of the St Paul Presby®aian
Chwoch dased March 33. 1918, sameed that
maubers of the Farwdl chirdh wae being
1eceived into their congregasion.

Reazds show that 89 people bexame
caembrers of the Tinkey Gk, /Farwvedl
Crirch during the thirty years of i activity.
(nctuded aoang them were the Calvins,
Hatveys, VWvines Hills, Baaders, MclNees,
Gows, Lashs, Omrtes, and Fairtrins

The deed of the Presbyenan Ctawrch of
Far well shows thaton Aprid 30, 1921, austees
EdCatvin and I G Annsrong, czme defore
Judge William Spihees with a petition to sedl
the loas of the church 0 Ed and Pauline
lackowski for the sum of §35Q As towinat
bexame of the building iself, aothiag acrain
is lvown One sy is that it bure down.
Anciher is that it gardaly baa and was
either soid or given to Frank Hurtto be
disomsmad. The lumber may have been iised
n the consrudtion of 2 bam or décken coop

thar stands on the farm today. As faras canbe
found, the fisst masmage of the Oresbywerian
feith was between Anne Invine and Isvine
Armsrong, It took place in St. Pl The int er
esang pattis thal they were residens of the
pos-lroulé foown as Tynavibe, whose
postal building was laased aboix five miles
eastand two miles corth of Farwell.

Sown ez maerial provadead fronm the book,
Farwed Centennial ViRage o the FRl
Informabor eompliad by Glen L. Hansen

Congratulations Boelus
and St. Paul Methodist
Churches.

The Hisora) Sooery wouldd like to wish
“Happy Birthetay” w0 the congregatons hom
Bochis Grace Unfted Methodist Chiirch
(100 years oki) and St. Paul United Methodis
Church (125 years old.) What anilestones!
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Howard County
gets another capital.

By Marion Bahensky

On Oaotxx 9, 1997 Govermnar Ben Nebson
praclaimed St Paul 2s 2 “Baseball Capial of
Nebraska ° St. Paul dns jons Danaebrog,
withiits long $eld s of “Cansh Capisl
of Nebrasio * Faoors contribubig to dits
prclamarion were the resuir of many com-
munity and vohuntesy projecs lsted below

Oesobed a3 ‘cutnding™ by the
Nebaska Ans Counnil, a baedal) mal i3
locaz-d on the east side of the hiadsic
Cushoman Bulding (facing the park) and was
complered in July The mmal m3udes ali five
of the Nebeaslmns in the (dananmal Haill of
Fanee, the saroe five on whom we have
professioqaily-prepzred exdhihits in the
Basebail
Museum in the
trasament of
the hdstoric
Gruber Holse,

Grover Qeveland Alexander, of Elba and
St. Paul, is the aavapere of bodi the muzal
aid the mumeurm. Hisimage highlighes
St Paul's new slogan, “Batting 1000
The baseball dieme is iso el g in a
beatifil) ne w promotional brochure ost
St Paul, Gamber of Couxnerce jetiertiesd,
the 1997 edition of a St. Paul/Rowrard Couray
Qrirms oinzmed, and siroex banoers. We
will try &0 have baseball barmess g along
Hwy. 281 /92 whese it goes ttnough sown
A px@ca of the basebaD mural is being
ptrnned. too A propasl to pann the water
tower (o look lilewrbeseball met with
$250,000 word) of disagpnamere
This e w emphssis seinforoes the past
cacelloxe of baseball i St. Paui. Starting
with Grover Clevelasd Alewander, some of
whose records bave never been apmssal,
and curminuing with Secfae-arnt

St Pauls newest attraction: "Batting 1000" mural

St Paul jas a proad record 0 aaintain

‘Fle Ammeeican Legion has spanstyed
baseball gggrrams, =2 dswic and swate
OusameTd, and mab mined ow ballbelds
1 teop sthape for many years. St. Paul wams
have bruughs home four state Legion titles in
the groce=s.

The Crand Eand Indeppndo, in an
Odotre exditorial, pised St. Paul foe Jaroud-
1y rouming its baseball hiseo: y° and choosing
such a heatrhy, positive iomge. St. Paul and
Howard County cornitsee o “bat 1006.° The
Howaid Counry Hissorical Sodkesy can joln
them — our “bistonially spealaing” ncosleger
secrns #o be “baning 1000° with all the
enewed, iewly joining membxos and dieis
2oerous domtio. Yot support foc youir
barmeyn/aAmry mecans a gicat daal to us.

baseball fields and batfing cages T ———
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The thizd anmal Holiday
Tour of Homes will be held
Sunday, Oecembes 7ds, from
580 P to 830 p.m. It is spon-
sored by the Howard County
Histodical Socety. This award -
winning fundraiser will feaqure
five beaurifu) homes as well as
thie hisrodic Gruber House.

Howmes feznured this year will
incdude Gene and Cookie
Bahexsky, Marion Bahexsky,

THE 1997 ANNUAL

are in charge of the sales at
Parkside Pl

Maps will be provided for
those who are fiom out of vowm.
Feanred again this year will be
thie grand priae drawing for dek-
etholders an overnigly stay at
the KGmchke Bed and Beakfasy
Cotmge House, donated by
Innkecper, 10ts Hank This is
valued at over $145

Recogrerap goes o o tie
coruti@ee for theireffore

Alice Bastie, Dannis and Shickey Brandt, and
Mike and Peg Sullivan May God bless and
keep all of cur host and bestesses for thacir
2narasty in opaang their beagiul homes
0 the priblic as a gesige of suppoit for tie
Howard County Hisiarica) SoaTy. Without
thetr generosity, this popads ndbaiser

Gene and Cookie Babensky
312 Nelson Street

Marion Babensky, 1021 Séab Street

would not be passihle.

Tickets a1e $6.00 each and inchide ccfresh-
mae sexverd afeer the tour at Pasksde Plaza.
Tycdaems go on s2le Friday, Noveanbex 28, at
loca) St Panl cexchrotrs and will be avaitahle
swing at SO0 p.m. the day of e eventat
Parsde Paza. Dave Sgrague and Terry King

Our Thanks
g(‘ gftese
Wonderful People.

1003 Hewoard Avenue

Marnion Gahearsky, Mena Spvague, Teny King,
Dave Spraghe,and Ron Sadk, Tlis is @y tad
year as chairprrson and [ cxuldo't do it with -
ok thie help of thase who give their ime. [
am proiud 10 be assocated with people who
aEmibse so mch badk o this eo mmanity
See you Daxrmber 7th!

Mikr and Peg Seellivan, 1119 Grand Street
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By Menma Speagie

Every day! walk o my nitbox with
anticigraion about which people will renew
their membership or become new members,
Trankstoall of you who make my “walks” so
worthwhile.

If 3 ceminder card % incduded with this
newsletter, yoiir dues for 1998 are pot paid.
Dues are $3,00 pet pegsoq and cza be sent to
me at 844 2kh Ave,, St Paul, NE 68873-3518

We extend a warm welcome (o the
following new mernbers: Stitir Museuwm,
Cltizens Bapk and Trust, Vivian Bergeren,
Bewsy Bahensky Bt Henry Mueler fean

Man)yn N May.
John Shoemaker, Dan Moravec, Daidld
lofgensen, Dorothy Jorensen, Jap
Chnsienses_Alice Bade, Blland Bobbie
Goadon, Dy. Lyle Rastoltden. [owen
Qlausen, PatKigpe, Donpa Piexs Manian
Botis, Mike Shaughnessy, Colege
@sermier. Haze) Paul, St Ano Frands Sided,
Maijje K¥bn Lanice Rz, Jayce Suong,
Roderick Burkhards Manan Bowers, andd
Heloise Bresley. (Asof 11/3/F7)

From our
mailboxes.

*This is to %ell you how excited and
pleased [ was to have received the
spring/summer issue of ‘historically
spmaking’ As I quicdy thumbed throughiit,
the excitement level was on the dse. Then
I came across the stor y with the picture of
the Farwell Oanish Iatheran Church on the
back page. [waselated so learn that this
bit of our heringe is being so effecévely
presesved.

I lave seen the chiurch several dmes since
it was moved 0 St. Panl Now, several very

folks, @i you,
a1e coming to the forefront and gving

itthe teades loving easc it deserves. How
wondedul!, I nosed with great interest that
Dave Sprague is doing some blacksmirhing
inthe shop. elease axxrmon tmtl offermy
dranks for his et o the Sodexy and
the artof bfacksinithing  Thank you agam for
your effarts, We will be Jocking éosward o
maove ssves of your farmagic paper and hope-
fullywe will have an OpPOTRDAY 1 1neet and
tank you and some of the other great people
in person:®

Sincexety,

I eRoy °Bud” and Mare K Kyhn, Arwater, CA

“Recpived the histoncl newsletrer yeses-
day. Thankyou somuch forit It's verynice.
Tm sure everyone will enjoy it _°
Smcerely,

Losmaine Wissing, St. 1ibar y, NE

“Thank you dear oaes for your spial
‘hiswmcal paper’ news and brochure on
Jean Poirs ht will be so helpfulo me for my
display —hereatthe ibray. Youare alltobe
cammer-d for your ta1d workand
dediction so our eoumfy!®
Sincerely,

Gladys Vindl, Libiary Direcor, . Paul, NE

“Thank you so amch for the ver y i reres-

ing s#o1 yon Olgz and Irene’s Chicago
Watld’s Fair expariece [t was vety
well wiien and 2 pasm fedt like they
were indeed going to the Wordd's Faic.”

Sincerely,

_Jimand Bety Horky, St Paul, NE

“Thanks so much for the copies of ‘his-
weically speaking ' have mﬂyemoyed

the m_You a1e all doing 3 great job and [ sin-
arely commal you on your effors: We
leam from onir past 1o make beuer thepre-
sent and 1o lead o an even betier fotire for
all_1noking for ward 1o abending 2s many of
the everas as [ can”

Sincerely,

Vivian Berggren, S¢ Paul. NE

*Mr and Msz. Richand Haggart stired
their s pringsummer 1997 issue of
‘hissaically spealdng’ with usand we found
& sOoETERIng,

We are wrihiag o ask wiit the ax-mher-
ship cost forycrei soaely is_Does the
tewsletter come quareriy?”

Smcerely,
Dan and Manon Maravec, lincoln, NE

Our thanks to you.

We at the Howaud County Hisvorial
Society ate grateful for your supportand
legess from the past twa martls (Somry we
couldn't publish al of them.) itis hoped that
we can live 11p w0 your expexTations fom the
support you lave given us. “historically
speaking” s pleased to bea pat of the
gresrvation of Howard Cownty bistory.

Thanksalso w Ludgle Fax of Cannebrog
who offered o help in any way possible with
informaatonon Dannsbrog’s fine hiswo .
The Howard Caounty Hissaical Socety is for
All.of Howaid County; your inpart is impor-
10t (0 us. You can reach us at the following
address P.( Box 304 St. Padl, NE, 68873,
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A curious and wonderful thing has been happening over the last twenty or thirty years: we Americans have
quictly, cffectively, begun to respect ourheritage in thousands of plices and in dogens of ways. Tt wasn 't long ago that
an old building was an endangered building, no matter what its pedigree or its accomplishments

v
Washington’s Mount Vernon home was once a candidate for demolition. It was saved, but tens of thousands of other
structures have been tom down in the name of progress.

Bert that Kind of progress stopped long ago, and we have progressively campaigned o save all sorts of remaming
buildings, including Amernica’s milroad depots. This is a quiet success story, the gradual campaign o ensure the
prescrvation of significant buildings, public and private, all across the American landscape. The preservation move-
mcnt is a public-private partnership that preserves, prodects, and defends all kinds of buldings in all sorts of places

In many Amenican communitics the railroad depot was the most important building in town. More than the coun
hanese, the school, the hospital, or the mansion on the hill, the depot touched the lives of evervone in the commumnity. It
ook whatever you had o sell off to market, it brought back whatever vou wanted to buy. Everything that was important
LF & Commuity - people, information. products; travel, dreams = came and went throush America’s railroad depots

Omne authoritative source noted that approximately 140,000 railroad depots have been built in America, most of
threm in a span of about eighty years, from 1850 1o 19350, Today sources estimate that number is down to 17,000

Railroad depol preservation has especially escalated over the last two decades. This is due toa fundamental shift
in public attitde. The demolition.of the Pennsvivania Station (in New York Citv)y in 1993 had a profoind effect on
many citizens. The federal National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and the credtion of many local and state his-
torical preservation ordinances were sedirect result of that dark day in 1963
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So there is 3 different attitudeibout preservation these days. Another part is largelv doe 1o an awareness of eavi-
ronmentil issues. Fach timeabuilding is torn down, more than fikely a new ane is put up. Bit by bit, when another
bBuilding is put apy, partof our cnvironment - our troes, our minerals, our air - goes with it

The preservation and restoration of a depot. or any public building for that magter, is a fairly new phenomenon
Over the vears 4 few public monuments have been saved, mostly due to the extraordinary efforts of a few private
individuals. Yes, one person can change the world. Tt is hand to believe that Mount Vernon wis once slated fora
subdivision. And the creation of the wonderful Nattonal Historic Site at Promontory, Utih was due to the effons of
a single mdividual, Bemice Gibbs Anderson. She fobbied for nearly forty yeurs to set aside the site at Promontory in
order Lo propery colebrne the centennial anniversary of the Golden Spike ceremony in 1969

What are we cclebrating by wanting to preserve the Boelus depot? This depot is svmbolic of all the depots that once
existed in Howard County. It represents dreams. My famiby’s history. Your family's hisiory. A lintle passion. A lot of
romance. Two months ago my Lther and T removed our milv's immigrant trunk from the upper portion of the bam
Its destination was "Amenika.” It passed through this country on the train and entercd Howard County...through the
depot. The award-wir mystery writer, Jean Potts, Iefi 3¢ Paul for New York Gty through a depot. Anna
Anderson staned her missionary work on the island of 5. Lawrence (just off Alaska) Anna left S Paulthrough the
depot. When Dr. Ole Grothan lefi for the Spanish-American War, the S¢. Paul High School Band of 1899 was so proud
of him that they esconed him, marching and plaving musical tunes in the rain._to the depot

No, # President never came 1o a Howard County depot. Does that diminish its historical value to Howard County?
Cerainly not. Only we can diminish our history..by not preserving it

Fowoard County delegation boarding the train for Buffalo Bill's Show; date unbnown. Photo couwrtesy of the Howard County Historical Societe




