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Dream
comes frue:
Board
approves
plan to
move
Jforward,

By Marion Baheansky

Eight of the 1998 Board
of Directors, in asking for
your vote, proposed spe-
dfic goals Most of them
arealready achieved, as
described inthis newslet
ter. Allofour proposals
were 10 continue the
nevwslctter, events, acoes-
sioning, and progiams, <reate new €xhibits,
beautify the village, raise money. and most
imponantly: continue historic preservason
of our little old pioneer buildings, with a
period depotasthe focal point and final
building in the Historical Village

When we had v move the Historical
Village in the lase 1980s, the eailier Boards
of @irecvors had no site-planning experi-
enee and could not guess filture Sodciety
oeeds Luckily the vague plan of a pionecr
“Main Street” has worked, and will come to
friuiton with the additon of the

Top Prote: @ And's Urion Ricific Depotin 1926 B was
demmilisherdi 1975 Botye Phots: CDGow'S Chslon
Raclfic Depe at halamy a doss e 16 Bre St Al Depor.
Nezrly aff of the exerior 1§ i) oD eondfien truiud
ing the tin 100/, VIS, Wy wdiNg and Ughs The
by has mo9 §f the ongind fmores as wal
Gibbon/Shehon depot asthe final building.
We tried to get the Boclus depog, but
we're glad they now wantte saveit We also
looked 2t t e oder Howard County depois
and buildings, but they either had aajor ter
mie damage, had been gutsed out, orlacked
the necessary beauty 10 complete the
Village. We ale choxsing 9o baty the

Gibbon/Shekon depotbecause (1) it is

available, and (2) itis
remadmbly like the Union
Pacific depot formerly in
St Paul whichwasdemo}
ished in 1975 ocal
preservanoniss Bied hard
w saveitthen. Now we
have w0 gofurtherafiedd
but we will save a very
beautifui and appropriae
building for our litle Main
Saeet This depotis also
Jarger and moreathactive
tar .otletrs considered

‘This size, (24 x 78), age
and appearanceofthe
Gibhon/Shekon deava
will blend with the other
buildings and wili not
overwhelm the sxround-
ing neighborhood It
enhances the *Main Srea*
theme. Every other poasi-
bility was considered, but
a depot conlived to meet
allof the cequiroments,
induding cost cffectiveness. Allin all, we ate
delighaed to have found theright building. 1t
has great potendal for being climasxe conr
uofled, 10c. Now we aan fimally get on with
thedesign lor the rest of the sitc.

We are 1alsing on a big project for such
a smal) group of under-financed volun
teers. We will have w borrow money to
move it, but we borrowed o buy the
Giuber House in 1992, We repaid that
money prompily W.th Your heiQ. we'lldo
that amain. I ook inside this newsletter if
you need more proof.

Youth help
to preserve
history.

Claytons continue
to ‘lightup
our life.

First womanto
be honored
with an exhibit.
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Burkhardt puts his
plan into action.

By Marion Rahensky

Last summer a newfriend, 17-vear-old
Roderick Burkhardt, offeredd to do a web
page for us He did that —and so much
more for the Socey.

For years we walked of a sidewalk in front
of the historic buildings. And mlked. And
talked. And mlked. When indran Sxeet was
paved, we agseed to ask for those briclss.
but more years gased without anything
bappening. Enser our hero, Roderick. He
learned to do surveyirg and resezrched
sidewalk-building. He laid it out, while get
ting aad keeping the appsoval of skeptical
aduhs He recruitex the help of die City,
FFA, and almost everybody else in the atea
who lias machinery usefulin this pcojet.
Beyond this, be put in hundreds of hours
bimeelf, while also enlistng others %o wark

early aiidlave. i:iduding hix faniily The
bricks had to be winnow ed individua'ily out
of a huge pile of earth and then smcked and
moved to wown. Rodelick soordinat~d all
this and leammed to lay the heavy bricks in
very attrackive pattems. He has madethe
Village siee vetry pictuncsque He sontinues
to search for ways to improve our appeas
anceand exhibits professionalism

Roderick hasmany other interesss which
he is purting 10 use in our service He loves
railroads so be's eager 1o help with thenew
depot He puts hisintelligence 3o work on
many of our animesroce and coasyuclion
problems, coming 11p with solutions thar
bhave evadedus before.

The whole projecr has been a revelation
for me. [ am impressed with the generosity
of the aduls who lent their equipment. { am
overwhelmed with the abilisies and hard
work of the FFA boys who creased this
besuty. I bave new faithin Nebiasha's
youth. If only my NYC scheolkids could
Iave parents Like these boys. Theyteach
their sons vaiuable skills and wust the lids
o use them right.

Hats off to these peeple
who gave a gift that will
last a lifetime:

Roderick Buskbzead, Adam Christensen, Celt
Suadnady [olenc Killinges, Kby and Max
Kilingey, Aody Nesiba, Randy Mclmosh and
father, jeremy Fanta, Bon» Harmeock, Bobby
Schleicher. Dan Koposid, Masstal Adams,
Jonand Jordsn Meycy, Biad and Matt
Thopsan Justhy Mulley, Joe Sctunict, Mike,
Tim, and Diana Maskvide, Doug Vaigt, [oren
Wroblcwvsld, Frod Meyey, Gty of St Paul,
Chnack Sehanid, Tom Phepeen, T).'s Magket,
Jack and Jill, S.E Smitb and Soas, Gene
Babeasky, Daoyl Platek. Scott Hamagton,
Vincemn Chastensen, Jim Chyisvensen, and
Jory Qlingex.

(T Pk gOD §f any nesws sere ardlad)

Photo collection soon
to have new home.

The majority of our bistotic photo collee
tdon on Howard County basnow been
moved to climate controlled conditions in
the Giuber House Board membes
Bahensky isidenafying and accessioning
all photos and Sack will zssistin stocage
and display
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Church restoration nears completion.

A onee neglaadlooking
chutrch is now in great shape
Jforiis 100th birthday fora
Siting and cutstanding tribute
to the Daruss who settled the
praine. Our thanks te ihe
Solourtrig peeple who donded
e or morie)) ke make the
church restoration passible
Painting of the ermire cinorch:
Helpirg Hands Prinning
Ratty Sok and NGwlas Sok
Belfry repair
Memorial from the Dan and
Irene Shonk family
Paine
Aid Asadalon for Lutherans
TS —
A AL members Jackie Scheer,
Priedn Oabsen, Pat Fadsen,
Maymne Leth and Mena
Sragie
Doaadon:
Bud and Marie Kyhn
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New sidewalks
constructed on the
same principles as
those from the Nysted
Danish Folk School

Inthe 1890s, the Danish coastruaed
sidevwalks gaing to and fro at the Nysted
Danish Folk School. Tte original sidewalk
at Nysted and our recently linished ones at
the Hissosical village had these following
charactenistics: simple, well designed pat-
tems, and abump here and \here. Howard
County Danes from the 1890s would be
happy 0 note that Adam (hnistersen, a
Oznish descendantfrom the 1990s, played
a key role in the side walk deveiopment
WEIL DONE!

Fhomsabatt N’}nadﬂmuﬂhﬁﬂ wwm int I I Addarn qummmm
¢ the Howard County Historical Village.
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Family to help with
school restoration.

Dexrendares of Chasrles and Emma
Schwenk (R Libor y) will volunteer time
and money © help restore the cloak room
in the old St Libory schootho use A grey
and crzam ¢olor scheme will enhance the
restored room We exaend our thanks 1o the
familyt This resdoration islong overdue.



histonically speaking

Dot 1997. A 20arm Qeoonler day,
and &oo aaw coats of unk

May, 1998. Fost office, flag pole,
and WPA outhouse given new fife.

One of

This time, 1 was an adulr; I wan-

edto make a difference. I wanted

Nebraska’s

R

to savethis bullding I wanted 10

e e T

sell the story of Maxine Coufal. of

smallest post

Johm and Steve Swrarek _arxi the

offices is
preserved.

By Ren W.Sack

Eversioce 1 was a child, I
woul wait with anticipzton for
our rural mail camier, Dale
Johnson, 10 arrive Hewas
euncer) —10:30 2120 on the dot —
unless razds were bad, or he
stopped © help o one of our
neighbars. Iadmired Mr. Johnson
@1 the Quiet prairie of Nebrasise,
he brought the world into our
lives by deliverng the mail

Itwas a long walk down eur
lane; over 1/4 of amile Toa
child,it seemed like it would
mke forever 00 get to the end
and open up the maibox But
having a longer lane provided
time to dream and antcipate what would
befound inside ous mailbox marked
“Wm.E Sack, RR 2 Box 71"

Then came my car, and my dream iime
was suddenly mken a way My usualtwenty
minute jaunt to get the mailnow only took
a speedy minute I wouldn't get excited

ceuntless others who 30 faithfully

N3y 24, 1998 Joc and Maminr Coufal taise 2 cxmment
10 refinct on the past. Phosos frovidat By the Conlals
enadbad the Socie?)y to FremTe the brdlding dase o Aow
ithoked ire 2920 Yhe {9111 partom was reseored with
gudnes frem Me Netrrba Siake Htorica) So ity
and the U5, Depisnerat df the inters.

about the mail for another 16 years. Not
unail ] read in the Sk Pawd Phonograph-
Heraldthat the post office in Cosesfield
was closing.

over the yeais gave us something
10 hope forin our enaifbaxes.

Thisbuildingand these stodies.
2s smple 25 ey are, are worth
presesving And You, O\ mem-
bers and the caiing public. helped
save them.

Amervica has had its share of
great roen and womean Bur the his-
tor y of the Araetican demacracy is
iself a demooanc hiskory.

It's been made —moce thanin any
other S0O&ty — by ordimary peupie
the immigrant, the preaches, the
schooleacher, the (zaner, the sto1e
owuer, the blacksmith, the depot
agert, and the posmmase ;. These
peopie were ordinary, like us. And
they Te nearer 1o us than we think.

Old people and old buildings —
dedining in numbez as we reach
1he end of the senbury — are a spe-
cial rescusce, a resource that, for
our own sakes. we should not waste. For
 they canty within thes the sotoes for our
idetttity and our history. They are wimess 30
a time that will never come agdin They ace
living dronicles, the elders of the Amencan
experience And we wo1ld do well 10 lissen,
10 remseraber, and to preserve.
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Grand Opening: This post office is dedicated to all of the Thanks Judy!
Saturday, July 11th postal employees who brought the world itk S iethaniie
G4 B seghod into our lives by delivering the mail. acealso extended o
m;ﬁ‘:;g ;nq)ecula‘ 7 Judy Porter and the
Jiag hanging eremany The Howard County Historical Society United Sutes Pasml
Piaaxne Confh extends its sincere thanks to Repammenton i
e b o 4 Joe and Maxine Coufal for their vision i

3 items from the Elba
Everyene welcome. and respect towards preservation. 'y kg

WPA. outhouse
is saved.

In the 1930s,
Presidenn
Franklin Delano
Roosevelt put
peopla tc work
during the
Geeal
Depression
with the Woilas
Progress
Adminisxation This Administration gave

unempioyed people a charce for work,
which puifood on the mbles for hungry
families. Women and men began to build
shelter bels, dance halls, and outhouses.
Astiss were given a drance 1o paint
muals and photograph a depressed
nation. This outhouse was built through
his program This outhouse symboliaes
the spirt of she WPA.

Besides the outhouse, the original
concrete foundation, base and step were
alsosaved.

Our sincere thanks to Joe and Maxine
Coulal on the donzton of thishistoric
building and 10 Gailand and Joe Caufal,
Mike Markvicka and Bill Sack for moving it
tothe Village site

A look at over 1000 hours of volunteer service.

Removed suspended ceiling, particle board, panaling, Added wainscoting, door, and trim board, painted
Jformica couter, linoleum, door, and trim board interior; sanded, stained and varmished floors

liphts; paiched and repaired chimney Jioors; displayed “Hba Post Office Collection™
and many ilems previoudy in storage.
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It takes a Village.

Busin—ars, organizations, and people who contributed nearly $8,000 through donations of money and services 10 make
the Cotes§ield Post Office Preservation Project a reality {only $300 was needed from the HCHS treasury):

DcLyle and Carol Rasmussen €lizabech and Tetr y King
Robert and Barbasa Banle Pat and Teany Schmdit

Alice Banle Elaine Mastek

Senator Detinis Rasmussen Bill and Jan Sack

Citiaens Bank and Trust Ron W. Sack

Joe and Maxine Coufal Kelly Shaughnessy
fsstFederal lincoln Patrick and Pamela Shaughnessy
S.E. Smith & Sous, Bill and Bobbe Gotdon ~ Roger and Deb Wells

®r. Maurice and Mzedean Mathews St. Ann Faands Sidel

Daniel Sevdk Hazel R. Paul

Doris Rasmurseen Donna Pierce

Kiis and Joel Jaknibewsk Ray Nowak

Russ Sack Heloise and Dean Bresley
Jeft Sack Roye Lindsay

Peggyand Jenry fensen Edna and Ed Zuehlke

Julia Stevens Sherry Andersen

Marion Bahensky Donald and Esther Nietfeld
S. Paul Bank £d and Dycke loaise Sevck
Lisa and Ted 8ahensky Belty Roemmich

Martha Haviik Gaty and Bob Rasmussen

Russ and Girace Coufal
Ruthie and Jim Jacobaep

Cy andlouise Shaughnessy
Dave and Mena Sprague
Agnes Roepker

Vema Nabity

Kzy Yax

Kun Mickelsen Shippen

St. Paul Insurance Agency, Gerald Solko
Alben and Aara Schwenk
Beuy and Bob Dvorak
Anne Al

Lilleen Bames

Allen Keep

Frank and Eleanor Moravec
Rober: and Donna Etvin
Don Rojewski

Mayine Baneit

AAL

Iuthetan Brotherhood

Businesses, organizations, and people who conwibuted time to make the Coresfield Post Office MOVE a reality:

Mike Markvicka Dave Sprague
Bill Sack Elizabeth King
Joe Coufal Ron W. Sack
Maxiae Coufal Aid Assoctadon for lutherans
Garland Couffal {Elda Miller, Jackie Scheer aad Curtis Iebn)
Joey Coufal City of St. Paul
Russ Coufal Village of Cotesficld
Marion Balensky Village of Elba
TenyKing County Yacds
Mena Sprague S.E.Smith and Sons
Grace Coufal TU Cable
e

Howatd Greeley RPP.D
Maik Nielsen
Andy Mostek
Frank D. Tuma
Cheryi Coufal
Jason Coufal
Ryan Coulfat
Frankie Moravec
Mardn Kment
Jerry Jensen
Cody Jecsen

Qrganiaations, and pecple who contributed time #0 restore the EXIFRIOR of the CotesSeld Post Office:

Bill and Jan Sack Iutheran Brotherhood

Mike Markvices (John Heiszich, Dennis Kamprath,

Andy Mostek Jeiry Kuhlmznn, Clarence Wegenast)
Terry Kisig

Maiion Bahensky
Roderick Burddhandt
Ron W. Sack

People who conwibuted time to cestore the INTERIOR of the Cotesbeld Post Offios

Cuana Maskvicia Roderick Guddhand
Jeff and Rurss Sack Roy Shiadek
Andy Mosiek

(W apodngize if avey names were omitied |

Ron W. Sack
Bill and Jan Sack
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Transitions.

Preservation is happening right unde e
neath ouir nases. We are pleased 3o reportall
of these efforts have met with positive
results Hexe’s a look at some great moments:

ning to returmn the depot 1o its original location and
restore it The HOHS extends our applause. Good huck.

SAVED: i
City Hall

@aociwog

Village board reversnd its decisian
to dunfish Gy Hall Beflics,

Pt and cring people gave
camxid life.

. @ESCUED-:

: Glbbon’s Unioo
Paelfic depot at
St .

in St. Paml)
Adverdeenzso
ed thig anvic
srachae s be moverd or aam down. Depat i3 a chose
twitl t0 the St. P depot which was demod ished \n

1975 HAS purcherxd the depot and plans ws ring it
wthe Histosical Villeg: in the Fall of 1998

KES1ORED:
Bank Building

@aociwog

. e R
'S main sreet new X

and bope gtrn they cemxmexd the

coreer bank balding aod made it

oo *Cocs-Cola Coraex®

Well dooe!

Phosas arureesy of Ron W, Sack

Attend conference.

By Mera Sprague

Board members Mation Bahensky, Ron
Sack, Galen Trimbath and 1 atteaded the
Nebraska State Historicsl Soaexy’s infor-
mational meeting on “Effective Board
Management” at Stubr. One intcresing
note was another organizaion’s President
and Board Member joined our orgam»a-
tion. The main reason for shem joining us
is 30 thiey can receive our newslettes. They
publically congratuiated us on the great
work our Board is doing with this
organiation

Claytons to the rescue: funding
secured on all eight street lamps.

By Ron W. Sack

Mention that you need help
0 Bonnieand Gary Claytotu
andbelpisonthe wayBonnie
arxl Gary have beeninswum e
tal in inding authensic, as
opposed to re-created, sireet
lam ps Eight street i2mps wil l
now grace the area_Six are
being donawed by an anony-
mous donot Two street lamps
will bear die names of Fred IL
and Nora J. Sonderup
Donatotts received ftom
memorials given by the Dan
and Irene Schenck family, Pete
Graus family and friends, and
Bill Gilliland family and friends
will help cover cosis forsand

blastug and elecwricty Bonnie
also caised a considerable
amount of money from her
St. Paul High School class of
1957. The memorials and the
dass of 1957 willbe remem-
bered on these lamps as well
These eight lainps will be
placed at the Histotical Village
and will add much needed
beauty and secunty Lock for
three to go up at the Village this
swumner and the remaining five
10 go up after the depotis
moved in. One will be placed
near the depot and four will be
placed in the courtyard area. We
extend our chaniss 30 Boanie
and Gary for naking this hap-
perL WELL DONE!

PRaze 300 Of e fers SOl exhibé has jud been
awopitn! The thad and find phae unl telivopla-)
Late this sanmey. Ayare wishirg fo viaw the exhiba in

Fggress ray arka the HEDrd Sociery
Mmﬁeﬂmmmmm
bufage ek (Fean s urinmg desk chair arid BB
Ppace ampeor in the badgrovind

Dn: Betty Levitov
visits Historical
Village; impressed
with interest in
Jean Potis.

On May 3, 1998, Dt Betty ievitov gave a
presentetion on St Paul's ineemationally
acclaimed mystery wiiter, Jean Potts A
group of about 30 came 10 listen and
provide input 01 Jean’s life. Afterwards,
Dt Levitov was aken oa a towr of the
display on Jean Pots now being designed
onthe lower level of the GRixs boume.
“This is incredible, and wedl deserved,”
sweted I evitov

Dr. Leviiov menth ned the gx wsibility of
writing a book abotat Pous. ifthis oo a
reality, e Howaid Covaey Heiral S ey
will be smnding by 10 lend assistance.
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HowarRp CouxTty HisTORICAL SQCIETY
P.O. Box 304 .
ST. PaUL, NEBRASKA €8873

We will fovever

be remembesred by the
Sfootprints

we leave behind.

- Native American sa)ing

Membership record.

By Mena and Dave Sprague

‘The membership for the Howaid
County Hiswrical Sodety is atan all-imc
high of 241 Our newest niembex is from
Omaha She was complimenting Roderick
onthe new brick walkway be is putingin
for the village. She isimp cssed with
Roderick and the Sodety and she gave us a
domation which included a membership If
you haven't seen the new walkway; it's
worth the xip.

Society memberships are good through
January 31 and renevsals are due
Febiuary 1 Our oewsletters are interssting
and informative. A -

Renewals and new membe.(sh;ps can
be mailcd toMcna szaguc 844 20th Ave.,
St. Paul, NE 68873.3518 One-year mem-
beashyps are presently $5.00 per person.




Hellj woodenbuildings and works
with the dignity of the peigh-
bodng coutthouse Parkside
preserve Plaza, the residensial neigh
. borhood and the City park
hzs tO}j) were also considered in plan-
ning out what was suitzble
for the site.

Weate at gIeat moment An architect from Omaha
now atthe Howard County esimamed a new building like
Hisworical Sod ety. Cvir mek - this would castnearly
bershipis up, interestin $380,000 to build Withthat
presavabon is up, and most type of building we should
importantly, we have a have a fill-time auator o
group of dedicased mem- keepit open more housthan
beisand directors who are our present30 heiusa year,
achieving things which were Our rough estmares 10 o
never even atemptcd in the pletethis aze only $80,000. It
past. Non-membessare wii] help uswith addisional
helping cut to improve our exhibitspace, meetng space
Viltage. asis the Gty of andstorage space Thisis
. P2ul We cominue to offer good fer St. Paul. and good
assismnce 10 the Grover for our county.

Cleveland Alemnder Days We restored the Cotesfield
comm inee/Basebad exhihin Post Office in 10 months.

and helped Oasnrbrog pre- Built a walkway intwo

se1 ve their history by crea ¢ = ien. 0 Y months. Found volunteess to
ing posters and anending restore our ¥ar well Banish
ialliestosave city hall. All of this enthusiasm hasledto the exparsionand  1utheran Church in one month. We will need a bitlonger than tlatto
completion of the Hitorical Yillage site with the addition of a Union complee this prupea, but as you have seen i nthe pasi two Years, weale

Padific dcpot which is almast idendcal e theone we lost inSt. Paulin1975.  commirted 1o progress, committed to preservaiion, and committed
This plan works withthe spacs it doesn’t overowd the other ligtle 10 you . Will you please commit to us? Thank yow
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