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Ouver 5,100
velunteer heurs
accumulated in
1998 towards
preserucatien
prejecits by Society.

From the Board of Directers

We'rtetited..but happy 1998 hasbeena
very good year for the Howard Ceunty
Historical Society. The cntire County saw the
lcvel of appreciatien tewards preservation
issucs soar upward Dannebreg foughia

i %

I County Historical Villag

Sie Plernt

valiant fight to save City Hall St. Paul's
Heward Avepue was speuced up wit l build-
ing resteratien and greenery Paplin's
Rectery was moved and saved Bannevitke
Lutheran and Puplin Catholic Churches have
nevcr looked better, even though they have
been closed And best yet eur Historical
Village’s appearance changed dramatica ly,

EF A members became involved. as
did the Cub Scouts For the firsttimne, youth
played an important role in the prescrva-
tion and attractiveness of eur County's
Village. Hos!s frein neighboring Howard
County wwns and organjzatiens took limc
out ef their Sundays to greetour out-o £
town guests.

Membeeship soared to nearly 340,

We effered oureach to Bunancbrog's
proposal for a Danish History Museum and
Ashton's Polish Museun.

Our county veterans contaue ro be
remembered properiy with the work ef eur
veieratts committee. And our very ownJecan
Potw was given an exhibit which members
of the the Nebraska Humanilies Coundl
describe as “Outsending”

®ur pregrams and evenss like the "Holiday
Tour of Homes’ and “Com pany’s Comin’™
helped bring people 1@ St Paul anci the
Village..over 1,700 througheutthe entire year

The City of St Paul, arcu businesses,
organizations, and individuals playcd key
soles m helping us with our newly-restered
Cotesfield Post @ffice, WP A. euthousc,
brick walkway, sireet lamps, and greenery

Please mke a momentio revicw the
sUccess of 1998 Bewter yet, beceine
invelved in helping prescrveit Asthe great
leader Gandhi ence said, “Be the changc
that you expect”

Saturday saiute

Leagth_ipg@lﬁzﬁi\iédnjs; i

Grand Island Independent
~ salutes Historical Society
moaldls Wspe e ommunites o) Depot plan.

Fairdale
Methodist Church
isremembered
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Ground Brealamg for new Umon Paczﬁc Depot

By Elizabeth King

Sunday, October 18th is a day my
hustznd and I won'’t forger. It was the day
ground was broken for the newdepot.
Anm and Rachel, our daugbtess, won't fo ¢
getit¢ither. They are excited about the
depot and dream along with us about all of
the gotential it has — they especally like the
built-in bay window seat. Of all the Howard
Couaty depots remaining that we toured
and aied to purchase, this one is by facbet
ser than all eombined.

I know that my good friend, Peg Zochotl,
would be so happy for all die Society is
doing to beantify and enrich Howard
County’s history and the Hisorical Village
She is gready missed, but is felt in the posi-
tive aititudes of the membersand commu
ity leaders who wmke die timeto ssy to me
and the other Cueors, “Your work is well
respeded. Thanks for sharing your tlens
and vision.”

Qur Brnks to the Grand Island
independent newspaper for exaending

theirendocsementt.

—realy ke the difference comes from

3 Edltorlally_geakmg o) o s

Leadershlp from 1nd1v1duals

makes difference for communities
oodlocalw
1 - ten s“!beleadenh;pethat
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thetr oammimities to levele that are out
of the reach of goveramest:

o’!'heH

e(g mave the oid Sbeltow de
to the St Paul Histanca) Viltage.
lon Babensky, president dtne Howard =N
frdanca) Socety, notes: “Adepot was
one 0f the most axportan t features of a
pigheer inain etreel” The relocation and
restoration of the depot will provide cul-
tural ensichmeit for years and attract
more visitors fo the nilage.
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The Fairdale
Swedish
Methodist
Episcopal
Church.

Writen by Josephine Berggren
Edied by Roa W. Sack

Ttie acvvities of the Fairdale
Mahodia Ghirch date back to
the iate 189(’s, when a few
Swedish pioneer families began
o feed the need of religious ser-
viees. Mathias Lindberg, one of
the older gioreas, had become
acqminted with the activitiesof
the Methodist Chwrch through
camp meewng held ar Sremsbang,

He arranged Rev A. |. 1.ofgren of Chicago
0 coroe 011t and organize a church at
Fairdale. The onigind group consisted of
five or six familics, and seevicss were held
using the Swedishtang\zmge.

When Rev. P. Munson bocame Distric
Superintendent, reviva) meesings beganm
be held for a couple of weelss each wintex
Asa result of this, many new names wete
added w the church 10ll. Among the out-
standing anintszers who brought the word of
God duting this ime were Rev. Eomi
Malsvom, AF. Winell, and John Nomon.

All of the peaple felt the need fora
more suitable place of worship. By 1910,
aembership and interestin the church
wese growilig.

A subsaiption list was passed among the
membars and Inends and sufficient funds
were raised 10 erexta nice litde church. A
three acre lot of ground was selected; many
willing hunds began building the church.

The heavier burden psobably fell onthe
Board of Tnistees, compused of John
Hagg=aem, August Jacoben, and Joha N.

Tomson famop phaitad sesg goaadthe ot
and cared for them, cften bringing waer
fiom a great disance

Ttie church was dedicased inthe fall of
1910 -- free of debt.

God must have felt the need of giving
these plucky proneersa trial, for within a
year, the new church bumt o the ground

Nothing daunted the fzithful members,
for they immediatcty made plans and bailt
the secoad chmrct. On August 4, 1932, the
secand church was dedicased.

Rev O. W. S#umbom was thee fiist neddery
pastor Through his dissa@iona parsomge,
along with other buildings, wete eteaed on
the church grounds. Asthere were many
young membexs at this ¥me, Rev Ssombom
tabared long and faithfully for the esweblish-
ment of a stong Epwonth Leagoc.

The commt:nity tater consisted of many
different nzuonalivges, so under the direx-
%on of pastor N, G. B, Banon, the church
joined the Nebska Conference of
Methodist Churehes in 15238,

All the Charter mesnbers of the chwrch
have passed on w0 their reward, but their

oRpigion in 1912 Bexrr photo- the Fatrdale
Methodsz Church 3 1983,

As the ragnber of rrembers dwinded, the
dfaroh was laxer dasad Today, all that remains
are a wondeviul werraery ard those boralle
cnaries of the planeey spirie.

childrea and grandchildren — together
with many friends — gather each Sunday
May it ever be a haven of rest to many
more in yea1s o come!

Jasephine Berggren, 1955
Chrarier Memnber of the Church
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Fairdale throush
the years.

By Ron W. Sack

One of my favorite photographs inthe
“Fairdale Collection” is the one shown
abeve. Itistided "A donation parntyfor a
Minister.” To me, this photograph caprures
the heart and soul of Howard County.

Besides this exensive photograph
collecton, otheritems from Fairdale exist
at the Historical Village Inside die Farwell
Iutheran Churchat the Village is an eight
foot eandie lighser once used at the Fairdale
Church to light the gas ceiling light. Also in
the Farwell Church is a gless display case
located in the entry way. This was onozan
altar used in the Fairdale Church and baiilt

by Ed Baggren in the 1950s.

Photo at near right *Fairdale picnic at
the river,” date unknown.

Photo beiow: Coafirmmation class of
1930-31 Friom row, left to right
teRoy Oalecson, Franos Nefloa,
Rev. Weary, Anns Behiterg,

Wilbur Haggszom.

Backi1ow. left vo aght: Harold
Jotansoa, Mildred Haggsoom,
Rudolph €erggren, Randolph Saher,
Kenneth @arggrer, (@) Salter, Quirmen
Jacobsen, and Acynie Jacobsen

Photo in Jower left @omer: Faisda)e
Church and Parsonage. cirea 1915.
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Piaured at left are some of the Firsts”
which occurred az the Fairdale Church.

1 Mr and Mrs. Gus Haggskom were the
ficst people married in the first church.

2.Rex and Mrs. John NomoiL

Rey Nonon was the first past-#me
mnisier appointed after the church
was built in 1911

3. Believed to be the Kirst confirmation
dlass. [«ftroright: Gus Haggs¥kom,
Rev. Munson, Eila Haggstom (Falk),
As%alarson, and Emma Tarson

4. Rev. Emil Malsoom family in 1899,
Rev. Malstrom was the fist 1o be the
“presiding elder” atthis ecmmmity

Charter Members of the Fairdale Swedish Methedist Episcopal Church.

o pa nl e

B 1ocorded as charter members of the Church.

Top row, left v right: John N. 1arson and
Petnonella Larson; Mr. and Mrs. John

¢t Haggstrom; Andrew and Huldz ©ahlberyg;
the Fred Wohler family

Bowom row; leftto right: Julius and Josephine
Bergpren; Ieenard and Anna 1asson; and Ed and
Alma 8ageren The Howard County Hiseotical
Sodiety is exwemely grateful for this outnding
collection from the Fairdale Churcl.
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From our mailbox.

=_It was so mued fun 1o receive the
hissarwal newslefier conainimg artickes
about St Libory. Edwas pleased and
1 enjoyed reading it. too: Thasks for
d\z‘nkingo&as.'

85m1 Douna Asseideop
=

“Enciosed are my 1998 dues - $10.
Enjoyed the newsleter and epeadlly my
fanuly’s sign BARTIE

Thank you for all your good worlk"

Do P. Motavec Se-
Lincoln

°Alittle domation 1o suppoa your efforts.
A great thing you are dobig (veterans’
records). All this type of recoed ., if left with
indivachral fanik<s, would soon be lest”

mm

“Reccived the Fall issue of the acovskener
and cote ues are due’’ Iam also endosing
a donation

~You are all doing a great job, withall
Your acquiskions, e4c. — and I condinue 6o be
90 impressed with the newslemer

Keep up the goed wor kP

“What an exhibit, & surpass<d everything
I had inagined and 1 kovow jean worild be
deeply grasful for the honor bestowed on
her by St Paul. Tte Howard County
Histosical Socety should be proud, and
Ron’s design and layaur-- peifect

Thanks to our Mok genamas and hos-
pitable hostess, Marian €otfs, our weekend
was magical.

1wish you every susocess with your
ongoing projecs and § am sure diey will be

an uspuanon (o funiire generations.
Thanks for inviting us, we theroughly
enjo¥ed ourselves®

Emer Murphy
New York

*Hi.I've neglexted geding this 10 yor: tco
long — I sire don't want to miss any ef the
pewsletiers. They ase all gucanding

Dorisleth
St Paol

Recent artifact
donations.

Gamice Hil) Eomily
Marble desssalive soda founsein iteras hom
the former Motavec Diug Store in S¢ Paul.

Peg Zochnll cstatr

St. Paul Business College photographs,
Safonary, and oiher memorabilia Zochod
F2omly photographs, clothing, and fuss,
(Most ardc)es will be the basis of an exhihit
on tre Business College.)

Panline Sack estake
Addivonal items from St Paul business
woman and missionan y Anna Andersore
walrus asks (from Anra’s missionary work
on the igland of Si. Lawrence), 1915 addmg
machine, “Majestic® beater and other
bousehadld items, (Most iteras will be
tocard in the Gruber House.)

Hemy Vindk

Emil Lind "I'ne Happy Swede” of Coa=beld
advestising minor, circa 1948's. {This will be
placed in the CotesBbeld Pest Office.)

Marie twansk)

1930’s exterior ight xmure and shade.

(To be ptaced on the front of die S Liboyy
schoolbouse after spaing paintdng and the
new signare completed.)

Historical Society
says “Thank you.”

We are graseful to all our woaderfu) mem-
bess and supponars who helped oake 1999
great duough their dumations of dae, mlents,
money, food, and artfaas
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From the Baard of Dvertars
e — W

11 1998 we probxhly gt more dooe than was
doue in the past 15 years. We ameoca) our
by-laws 1o dadfy drecxs’ roles and cespons-
bilities, got a mail ballot appioved, drangexd the
teras of office fiom onc w IWo years withsta g
gered terms, and added 29 Sevenh Oinctorio
Break de votes.

The best thing of all is Ut YO, 01 ir coembers
and a@paEs, helped make all of this kappen!

vallage Site —

- Eamblisted asite plan for short and
long-tes m plansang

- Erected three aunhentic 2reet lamps

* Completed phase one of brick wailkway

* Ceanad up village site

- City plased three Oo-cile wates hydrants

- Removed hurmane fence

- Plansed Trees

-+ Stayrted brick enwance columns

- Poured cona®e for brick/anD fence

€arwell Canish Umberan Charch —

+ Restored, deanad and reprinted bailding
+ Erccted ongie) sign with brick poles

- Centenniz) Cedebanion

Coteseld Post Office
- Re=wrad, deased and repainted bastkiing
- Restered and paimed interior of buslding
+ Researched iy of building for archives
- Crealed displays previcudy i n@0@ge

- Oeggned and aected new sign

- Restored and seaed flag pole

- Added amracnive brick kandscaping

WPA outbowse from Cotesfield —
- Moved building (o village sise

- Reprimed buldi ;
General Seore —

- Eexed “Barde’s” sign

+ Mounted exterior light

- z Gxﬁ.} -
5 ol B
=4d|| 1998: A Banner Year For Preservation/! 3: N T
a =
A look at over 5,100 hours of community service to Howard County.
- Trandferred Tasty vahuable paper anifacts Publications —
e dimeee camrolled consditions - Four uanely ocw sy
f - Village, Graber House, and Basebil
Blacksmith Shop 5 Museum broctwre
- Painted trith on froat of badldiog - Souvenis Program for Farwell Chuaeh
Union Pacific Depot— Aaesioning/Arsifacts —
- Purcteseda beandful imioa Padfic DX . s regioned over 2080 new artifacts
- Sared mdaising - Esmabdished) the Jean Potis arclvves
. mmvajmfoumb - - Eaabdished the Paplin ¢olicnion
Losg Range Planning —
Gruber Howse Complete brick- watkway
A O@Waﬂwp{agmm E (mnwwdp with benches
- Tilled front enace e ClockTomier
- Floeed Paul coriage stone at entanee . TRt i
- Eredtied anotxs ssrees iamp at this site . Bell collexvan
b hjm ftom mh nm A Iandxmg
m— Grants —
- Completed extensive Jean Pets extiibit L leted the grant from the State Touagn
. Cresa=xd Paplin Catbolic Ghmrch extibit mmammu E
+ Geand theee new extiibits at St Psul’s - Sonderup Trust (Iwo new street bmps)
new Community Libsary - Applied fos three other grats
(Danish, Busioess College, lams family) i
Awards —
€undralsers — - - Midwes Linng’s Preservarion Awand
. :‘i{ezn Pous extiibit fiondsaiser - 100 Wrritistives in Rinal Development
- VewTans lwdl‘“ﬂ‘ﬁﬂs . Paul's Baszball theme Baming 1
- Urban Pacific Depol fimd doive S i
- Bake and Crafi Sade Living History —
- Sawyer Biown Pundraier - Summer blacksmith demonsTadous
- Hosted the Iower Loup Mizze Uoadets
Eveats/PrOZraas—
- “Nebvasies Mystery Writers” Preser vation Quareach —
- “Last of the One Room Schoals’ * Cannebrog and Ashron’s Museurd propamls
- *Romance of Rinal Mailbomes’ - Exhibits at S¢ Paul's tihrary
- “Nebeasha Depofs Yesterday and Today™ Publicity —
- CotesBed Post Office Grand @pening - Omaha WoridHerald arides
. WlageWalkwaY_Ribb(?n_Qm’\S + Grand Iand fndependsrl arockes
- }ea:_nmmmzned:canon - St Paul Fronograph Hevald aides
- Campapy's Comin’ - KMASTV ceverage
Boscarch Projas « NIV TV overage
- Consnuer) revearch on Counfy veterans - Midwes Living MagaZire eoverage
+ Completed Jexn Potts research + Nebrasbo Life Magazice coveage

+ Moved pasl arifacts 10 post oflee
St. Liboty Dist. 841 Schoothouse —
- Qeaned cmalgoom

- Scraped exmsior for 1999 mmintiog

- Completed ssgnature quiit bisxores

- Weekly Column

- Started cese=rch on County chradbwes
- Santed reseawch on Daaish history

- Varions radio station eoverage

Please stop by and take a logk at everything.
YOUR history s neves looked so good.
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New Yorker
extends thanks.

So many thanks for embracng e mto
your communiity. Whot a wondesful spitit and
pride your town and i people hold. The
work that your Histor ical Sodety does is tesma
mem % yeur commitnent o preserving the
tich history thatare d ruged wid\ passing
alongtothe next genesation:

[tis wit spedial piide that[ was fortunate
enovgh to be a pert of the dedication of the
Jean Petts exhibit The core of the exhabit
remarimbly capawres dwe heart of Jean's life as
a wiiter in New Yoik City.

Shewouldhave been sopleased with the
wribute that you lave bessowed onleer. [t 15
Tuly ceprastabie! [ am still amaxcd thatl was
able w visit dhe sown ] have heard so much
about for so many vears.

Thank you for eminding me of the ma ¢
velous soill of te small town and
the generasity of its people. Best of luck with
all your wonderful proyec=

Iam sure yarr town values what you are all
doing forits fioure.
1aurie Gallo, New York

AIRONE those prezed fOr the deodicapian of the fear FOW
exhibd weve, keft, Emer Miaphy and Laurie Gallo of New
Yok Gity, frardy of fear PO, end relatives Marian
Poits of . Povd and Deb Potts of Kaorney Murphy; who
Jaan Fots ypevsona fer chereToahip oy the 19705, new
ves with FOIs and OTanges for the rOSIRTY uviter's
are Fhoto sty of e S Pow FRanagraphHenadd

HowaBDp COUNTY HiISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. Box 384
ST. PAUL, NEBRASKA 68873

All production costs of this newsletter, except for printing have been donaied o the Howard County Historical Society

Dedication of
Jean Potts Exhibit

Dedicmion for the Jean Puits exhibit was

on Octobrer 18, 1998 A group of neaity 40
beasd p&ssonal stories from seveal of Pous’
friends from New York as well as remarie
from boar d members of the Histaical Soaety:.

Besides tlie Historical Society, funding
andreseardiwere provided bythe follow
ing people and businesses Venus
Bardanouve of Harlem, Montana; Marian
Pous of St. Paul; Pat Kunze of St. Paul;
Dt Betty Levitov of Lincolm: Emer Murphy
of New Yorlg Jean Pous of New Yoilg
Ron Sack of Omalra: 1ibiary of Congress
of Washington, D.C; Maxine Lewis of
New York; Bozell Worldwide of Omalm;
@®rent Graphics of Cmaha; and Field Paper
Co. of Omahz.
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