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Gage Valley: One of
Howard County’s
oldest settlement®.

By Ron W. Sack

The name Gage Valley comes from one
of iw first setilers: Alonao Gage.
Gage Valley precinoy once beasted
churches, schoals, baseball teams, a gas
statiory/cafe, and even a post office.
According to frkey’s Nebrasika Plase

FHlargord fasily

school Ofall the building sites in die Gage
Valley preanc, this school servedihe
cemmunity the longest: well over 100
years Devoled alumai still hold revnions o
vigorously keep the mmemoriesalive

We now invile y®u to expnience a place
called Gage Valley

FRacres mdiars (Gaps Vithsy grand). Some
hEmmiany s}y the post effiee was onee locoted oo the

Names._a posl olfice was fwbllshod fn f;;‘"’e"f %M"%ﬁz{;ﬂ J %mg:;ma o
Gage Valley on July 11, 1871 and wasin #n the southuoest portion of the Gage Valicy recinct 20hoo! i the late 1970x
. L soukd board whe ain af the @bl S\ation on the Distria 219 wewid

operation uniil March 13, 1883 thaton PacH Audb-oad (section 25 jus aurtide of sivivefor over 100

Probably the one building people 2s50G- Gage ViBey precing) Map counesy of the Howard m of
ate with Gage Valley is die Distict #19
=0 Depot plan wins Monet’s student Isa bird. Wsa
‘ﬁi " award for Rural has Howard plane. Isthe

=) Development. County roots. Gage Valley Flyers.
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Will the court
please come to
sesston’

Bahensky's barn in Gage Valkey
was once the Howard County
Court House.

By Marion Bahensky

K B. Bahensky was Howaid County Cilerk
from 1912 16 In 1913, the present court
house was built K.D.’s father, joseph,
bought the 0ld wooden court. bouse
(photio shown abovein article)

Thc original court house had been
moved 0 the back of its site in St. Paul
and s¥l] used during the buiding of the
ocour house. The trouse at 523 Sixth Sireet
was built for bis family with wood from the
old countiouse (former French and
Pflepsen home).

Swplls for the barn at Lyle Bahensky’s
placein Gage Valley (Seciion 10, SW
Quaiter) were alzo builtfrom the old sourt
house. Both the barn and the house were
builtin 1914,

b
17ze nem.w.‘e wl%gfoauo."w
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Top phato: The RehensRy barn, builtin 1914
has aliays been one ef the fucal poisus tn the
Gage Vialley commmunity. Famisly and friends
pose for a piaure (n the 1930<

Photo abovs= The barm looks as good as it did

uden ¢ was compiesad back in 1914 (FPhoto
taben in Apr 1999)

Phoso at right: Sxalks in the
barn were once par ef the Howard County
Cowt Houee. Al pholas cowrsesy of Manon

Raherisky
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Look up above...
It’s the Gage Valley
Flyers.

By Marion Bahansky

Maglvin @ahenskyand cousie Ray
Gaherdky, along with Alvin Deer, Ted
Sazsa and Max Scadomvgh enjoyed own-
ing planesand mking fiying arips to tie imix
of their panss’ capaGtg The following
refledions were caprdexd by me cunng my
visis mlerviewmg iem. They were Quiite the
group.I can’t tmaghne anyere having more
enfing momants dan these men: The Gage
Valley Fyers.

Meivin Baheroiky recieoders_

°1 made more ttan 10,000 vetennanare’
callsby plane until § stopped counting,”
smted Metvin Gahensk g, Howaed County’s
Bying vet Soometism=s Melvin fornd corn-
swallsin his landing gear, havitig unyvirtingly
Aown that close to the ground Meiwin had
other vet ssorties. “Once Fwas alang off m:

high grasskind, wiich was impeding hkeog :

There wasa pice tight barbed) folirsaand

fenec in front; I thought I covdd ceat i, bait
wem dhough it Arlcast 1 misedthe fence.
posts Jooking badk, 1 saw 2 lSO[oaplccedf
basbed wire Yinging from my wil. Idm@ﬁ“
wiatifIiuninto a powes line? I anded,
pﬂln)itau,arxiﬂtwmc.'lhéfmdml
werltthere, | amiad a wiresuec s and wite.
Thefz:meflladﬁ:mddcfu\ot seid be
found alliheemic om,‘Idudo‘&kwwyw
ok tat fence ot Isalﬁ Wen.ldudu’t!ﬁve
tume to tell you.™ mﬂ'\gmcv-msefgwna_;s:
Meivin amncted skiis onto his plaaefor beg-
wer bnding abitites, “@nce after | tad mken
off the skdig, [ 1anded in some snow I could
notsee dicerty befow me. The wheels hit the
snow, I pulled the stick back, gave it gas,bint
the plane had werrover onits cose, I tan
away, afraid of fire, bur aothing had hap-
ped The ermerhelped nee pull it back.

=1

[ hadbent a propellet”
Melvin cerred in 1965 and
quit flying in 1973. Metvia
made several dights with
Bill Graunke during ihe big
snows of 194849, “1was
sold. told Graunke w order
me a plane Emergeacy
tush’ for $2,200 (which
incduded lessons). Graunke
gave me lessonsinancthex
plane forabout two bours,
I1dida solo and everything,
s0 when my plane came in
tovo weeks [ was ready to
fiy. You had tohave 40
houc of solobefore you
covld get a boorse ” Both
Ray and Metvinhad a tangarinthe Beld
acrass fiom KD'’s in Gage Valley

Tragedy.

Tragedy aruck when Max Scarbacough
and Robar [autenschlager were checking
outa planeand hunting ona too-windy day.
Bot were killed whenthey flew ingo a hill-
side. Gage Valley was sticken with gief.

: Alvin Deertz reammbers.

1 became imarsted in fiying in 1923 when

a il plane cmshed acarty. The mail had 1o

be transferredinto anothey plane. Thadthe

R Gage Valley plane I ook Doc (Meivin)

odoncofhnshumedmchm lficmﬁd

landthisthing, I'dbuyit’tsaid. 'Yoican®'
TGl hmdovﬂhcmd&abu&ihm”

Rahcrdsywedwﬂybadswmh Ifyou
had a 60 m ol wind, the plane conuld anty go
S0 m ph. The wind wAll just prshyou back-

_vqat;isatl()mph Wewemupatmixmwe

taced 1 hide ingo ﬁnbamwhmwﬂrwmu‘.

He kner beuglawe wae garme warda s
[ dontknowhow Ray could have hita pawes
Jine, we alovays flew under them *

Reflatiras orn Ray Balewnsiyt -
Ray Bahensky taught 31 peapleto fly,
aduding his four dnkden who ali lew solo

Phoio cbove: Melvin Doc® Bakensky prepares
20 iake off ont owa Of kits 10,000 EETTCADE
colls. Photo courtesy of “Doc’ Blund y
before they were 15. He adebrared his 75th
binthday by eldng a nice planeride. Once
the stick came off in his haod. He just purtit
back onand kepton going. Roy Olsen
(?1blic Power @inic!) asked Ray ®o mkehim
up 1o look things aver after the 1584 St. Paul
tosrta do. He alemed Ray to an oncoming
plane, which they missed by about seven
Yees, feer Ray wok diversionay amun.

Ted Saxama remembers_

S coalemenigc o
Smihﬂmmmjndm
fly, was tco cold, so I‘am\in:l'uwﬁm

in mid -aic ] was dose tothe aitport when B
cm!wlhadbmmmovebackm’
Iwnggled back, bmcmsttmygomonme
mdcﬂsephnewms!mglnup-kmmda
Imofmammax‘meakpot‘umeﬁyus

plaueraeeaioug HWY%*ﬁMmg
ofniletpepcromandu'ymgtobcatme
:maxdfornunt;aofnvsolmepapd
bdom‘alandcd
Any‘bod)(couldhavean P §§a
Sammz!rponandaeahaxskyan;maze
tisted on some of the old azroiical axaps.

Right up there with Kesmedy and Reagan.
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Gage Valley's
incredible
dances at the
Helzer family
barn.

ByRon W. Sack

They came frem Si. Paul.
Farwvell X Iibory_ Grand (sland
Palner..Ceatral City. even all the
w3y from Eulkerton. Dances held ar
the Hetny and Elizabech Helaer
tam prosided a wue sense of
community for the peoPle aromd
Gage Valiey.

“They were something everyorte
in cur famdy Jooked for wardto,”
swed Frieda (Helaer) Oalecscnu
“We would preprase the whole day to
geteverything ready”

‘The Helzer's bam was one of thelarger
bams int the Gage Valley area. Besides Hetny
and Elimbd),
the Helzesclan
consisted of
childrery Ennna,
Albest, Walter,
Martin, Frisda,
andMamie In
1928, the Helzers
moved o this
Gage valicy
bacm. They bad
previously lived
i Hall County

Bands usually
consisted of
druos, a darine,

SR i

Phota above: Gage Wy had the tradition of
having some of the laigest barn danees in
Howeard County. The ad above is Oypimal of
many which were placad in ceunty neuspapers
souting the next band (o appear: In 10y agses,
word of meusk was lhebe:srﬁumsq{ming
Photo below; Henry ard Hiacheth Hetoers
dassic barri Aayed host (o some of the firiest
bandk in the area. Phot sewnsy of Frieds and

3 saxophione. a bass, and of course
anacordion

Joe Intkesh and his band
performed at the Helaer bam
mat(y trnes.

Albeo Schwvenk of St Libory was
one of the altendess at Helaer bam
danac< “Their danees were some of

the bestiqes we had when we were

young,® exchimed Sclwenk “I1do
camember Frieda’s sister~ Emma
Knodhe, alotig with her husband
Mitch — grepanng son e of the best
fambagersy argund at these dances”
Besides the polla dancss, xquare
danoes were also populac
Summers were the best times for
the dances. Frieda ssated that the
hay lofti nthe bam was usually
cleared of hay by then, as the cows
were ‘Tt 1 prasture” except for
millking duing summerime. “The danees
would last for howurs,” concluded Frieda.
The Helzer bam w a5 a mixaure of some of
the best things in life- famity, frieads, food,
music, Sary nigirs, and of arume - dancng,.
As the years
Progre=ed, the
Helzer bam
was m down,
bt the memo-
ries of those
€0Q) Slumumer
niglus and the

warm wishes

still feltby all of
the loyal
fiiendswho
danced atthe
Helzer bam.



Photos abore: Leer from Fathey Flanagan to
Melina (Sr. Ann Franas) Sudel. Derald Sidels

v uley, leathey ruler 2se, and reporicard he
used at the Gage Vafley disrict 419 saanl
Courtesy of Sv: Ann Frurus Sidel.
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Tragedy strikes
Gage Valley.

Father Flanagan
remembers the family
who remembered others
at Boys Town.

By Ron W. Sack

On Februa'y 11. 1939, aagedy siruck
Gage Valley, Eleven year old Domnald Sidel
was bilsing to the Gage Valley distict #19
school with his friend. As theywere
approaching tlie school, Donald’s bike
was struck by a passing motorist. Donald
died isswndy.

Gage Valley responded in wradivona’
style with food, ptayers, andaid for the
Sidel family. School was even casicelled for
the nextday. Dona‘d was the son of Anna
(ulmsiewicz) and William Sidel . He was
survived by four sisters: Ollie Kotila,
Pauline Sack, St AnnFranas (Melica), and
Xena Coons.

Another form of sympathy came
through a series of letters which were sent
to the family from the renowned Father
Flanagan of Boys Town.

Years before the tragedy, the Sidel
family kept in close contact with Father
Flanagan. Each year at Christmas time, the
Sidel children would save their candy over
Christmas and send a large package of it o

the young boys at Boys Town. Father
Flanagan never forgot this kindness.
When word reached Omaha that
young Donald had died on his
way to school, Father Flanagan
wrote a series of sympathy letters o
the family. One of these letters is shown
above. Eventually the Sidels would donate
his clothing to Boys Town. “The whole
school mourned over Donald’s death,”
stated Sr. Ann Francis Sidel. “Our family
wouldn't have been able to getthrough this
tragic experience if it wasn't for the support
of the Gage Valley community, our church,
and Father Flanagan.”
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Gage Valley
District #19
memones.

Photos above and righe
from Melina
(Sr. Asn Franci) Sidel's
aatogralh book from fellowo &
Jriends and siaxers
Mamte (FHeler) Leth and
Frieda (Helway) Qabaszr
Crnnsy of
Sr. Anen Franas Sidel.

Phoso delons: Dresp day at §13
Bexy Ba)urdry, EQeen Bader, fean
Prince Leonard Bahensty Robevt
Schmidt Qarenee Kantor, james
Neudan, and Jonnie jarsen
Couraxy of Lyle and Veanae

Photo at igft

Back rau} Anna
~ Ranser, Melina

Sidel, Marparer

~ {)le and Vanice

Photo a1 far right: Bstrio £19 Pictic, Laben on the William Prochesbs farm weg of the
Sough around 1910. Back row: Aorenae Hetiric, Malrd Bahensky, Mavgaret Sprlges,
Aaror Toylos, Qeristine Morovex, Lowslla Wells, Bavon Wells Lesard Bahenstty, Ralph
Ferns, Fred Sxdger and exacher Fvan Walkrs. Middle row: Haoard Welk, SHuvia Rasy
Baloh Gerser, fulta Baluna, Earnest Taylor, Shel Raul Chenyd Tuyor, Marian Geevyer,
Lynm Ferris, George Spilger, Howard Wells, [yle Nelfyon. Front row: Malbed Walters,
Rarence Neylen, Bernice Walters, Fern (7), Defores Walters, Raymend Barenst?y, and Dale
Walters (?A Donased by Dedores Walters £isher from the George Spalgers
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Photo beloic:
Frogram pocm ga'en &
Suders from former
tacher Agnes(Fay)
Horfferd Camovay of
Agnies Hartford famiy

| Phoso at left

Flag raising at the Gape
Vabey diseric #19 cheal
Courtesy of Marion
Bahensizy

Phoio atright
Program from the dissria
279 schagl seurisy of
Marion Balemsty

.:_‘HJE; s
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A place called
Dannevirke.

By Heloise Bresley

Dannevirke was niamed after the ancient
wall in Slesvig, Oenma:k that separated the
Geimans and the Danes. There arc 113
places in the wotld named Dannevuke.

Seules began coming into this area
called Dannevitke, bin there were no
horses untl 187& Up until then, only oxen
or cows were uscd The ficst threshing of
grain was in 1878 1n 1880, a grain biader
was used for the fust ime.

In 1875, %0 setve the increaging number
of settlers, two schoo] disthic® were formed
in nothwestern Howard County, Districx
#29 was housed ina sed house built by
Nicolai Lassen. Fordismict #35, a sod
school was buiit Thiswas the beginning of
the organized settlement of Danncvirke.

The Danncvirke cemetery was sarted in
1879 Niels Ebbesen gave the plot of land
where the cemetery is located. The first
frame house was built that year as well.
The Dannevirke settiernent covered 32
square miles. 80 faims were locased on
sailroad land. The Dannevirlse Post Office
was established on February 16,1880, The
first batbed wire came in 1882, when four
neighbors fenced in 60 acres of pasture.

Elba was esmblished in 1834 and
became the tading point for the
Dannevirke setriess. In 1883 the first
windmill was erected by by N.O Nelsen.

In 1892, while plowing bis ground wizh
a wallan g plow, N.C. Nelsen spoke these
propheic words in Dane, *Upon this knoll
we will buiid our church * This dream was
delayed far 14 years because of depres-
sion, drought. and disunity. 10 1898, wheat,
a good copforthis area, sold for $100a
bushel Mr. and Mrs. Iars Christensen
donased a ract of land on the noitheast

cormer of the Noitheast Quaiter of Secdon
32. Township 16N, Range 12W on which
the Dannevirke Hall was builtin May, 1901
On the day of dedicason, June 5th - which
is Dcamark’s Constitution Day —the Danish
and American flags were flown. This was
the begimiing of the June Sth celebrations
whichare still held toda y. A large horse
bam was built seut of the hall

October 1901 was the opening of the
farst store by Mt Skickler The ground was
donated by AW.Chiisiensen, and was
loeated justeast ofthe heil The store
burned and a new store was built in 1923
by Andrew Chastensen on the southeast
cocner of the Southeast Quacter of Secéion
29, Township 16N, Range 12'W This store
was across from the hall and across the
road west of the church and is presently
used fora garage and storage On the
southeast comet of the intersecton

~ Phote above: Rare snaemir of a 1uby and

| oatel ceal buckst 1eading “Dantievisie, Nedr.®
This sraenir was probaldy paeram-d at the
Soriabder Skare tn Danrnevirbe tn theearly 19605
Corvarxsy of Ron Sack.

Andrew Chiistensen also built a house and
oconverted the old ssore inv a garage
where be had a car dealership.

In January of 1904, the Dannevirke Post
Office was closed with the people of the
community being se1 ved by the Cotesfield
and Elba pest offices,

Editor’s note: Andrew Christersen isthe
undle of Heloise Breskey. Bredey has done
extensive resadrch on Dannevirke and
heWed get the Church and Hali plased on
the Naiional Regiswer #his year. Look for
the history of Dannetirke Church,
rovided by Bresiey, in the nexi issue of
“historisally speaking * This usll be the
third part of the xvies on Dannevirke
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Nebraska Rural
Development
Commission
honors depot plan.

By Ron W. Sack

Howarnd County's recent surge in
preservation activities has caught theeye
of the Nebrashe Rural Development
Commission. At a March meeting, the
Commission named the Howard County
Hissorical Sodety’s depot plan as one of
the swte’s “100 Initiatives For Rural
Development™ in 1938

Atthe heart of the applicasion was the
focus on acquinag the Union Pacific depot
for expansion of the Historical village
Ocher notewot iy impfovemeits me a
tioned were the Jean Poas exhibit, the
testotation of the Cotesfield Post Office,
2nd the inwroduction of a village walkway
and seroet lamps. Programs, events, publict
tyand publications such asthe newsletier
and brochure aiso helped establish a strong
wack recordforpromoting St Paul and
Howard County to shestate. The inoease in
aitendance at Soaety-sponsoied achivitics
proved v a key factor as well

dayat tlze depotn =

Saturday,-fMay 13 s

oA

9hm She

Photo abore Faver Hinrmarov's band labesa
little brevither in Farwel, creg la 1920x 1his i
the Qe of Tformalian the SOCAY is seeking for
&y church hisvory reseaych fr0ject

A tribute to Father
Hinzmann of
Farwell,

Written by Genrude Liikasiewicz
Supplied by Georgia Jensen

Father Joseph Hinanann, pastor of
St. Anthony’s Parish at Farwell, had the
patience of a saint so be able to creste a
band out of a group of thi(ty teenagers
who had little kinowledge of music

‘The firstband consisted of all boys, and
then girls gained interest and decded to
join_ Ail were members of the Catholic
Churchin Farwell,

Aftera year or two of practicing (usually
on Friday evenings) the group progressed
eaough to give concens on Wednesday
nighs onmainstreet in Faiwell Thiey gave
a good rendition of “Stais and Sttipes
Forever® and other John Phillips Sousa
selections.

They peifoimed at county f2iss, church
activilies, and in other communisies such
as Lemington, Greeley and Paplin. The
highest honor was playing at the Cathedial
in Grand Isiand. The band was given the
oppormity of playing during the proces-
sion of Cardinal Hayes of New York and

. over 80 priesw and bishops
¥ as they entered the
Cathed1al.

The band consisted of:
L Trumpets - Frank

. Kalinowski, Isdote Kezior,

Gerrude Pawloski, Jake
6la)a; Trombones - John
Mudloff, Harry Hastet,
George Sevcik, Magdaline
Mudloff, Lorema Borzyds
Bases - Henry Kahnowski,
Iongin Kezior, Dominic Pawlasls, Dwums =
Valentine Saelecki; Piecolo - Bridget
Pawlasky; Baritones = Gilben Dilla, Zigmund
Kalinowski, Lectard Pawloski, Herbert
Siegel; French hom - Charles Hastert,
Domink Ooczyvski, Edward Kalinowsh;
Saxophones — George tulmsiewicz, Vicwor
Jo Pawioski, Aiex Krzy)d, Emma Pawloslo,
Leota Maschka; Qatinets - John Pawlosls,
Pete MudloB, Alphonse Kezior, Robert Barta,
Clemens Kezior, and Emil Sevaik

Band caps were the only insignia which
denoted we preformed inthe band. The
group pcrformed wgether from 1925-36.

The band disbanded when Bridget
Pawioski pas=al away, the Kalinowski
family moved to Oconto, and several
menibers got macried and moved away.

Everyone respeded and appreciated
Father Hinzmann for his teachings.

Special manm%@f

fafloivine
. u;?lo haue supplied us with church

Ste Peter a&l Paul cabouc‘@
Greorgia _]g@gg&
snmmhv.ﬁ'. C:blmch_ Veola RS

G Y ~ 2

@$¥ %ﬁ

Guage Valley Cfmfdx Vanice M :
i T

iﬁ S B i

‘,A[ben.gnd Qaia Schwgnk s
arwcil Catholic M\ﬁic (jtnup: 3

e

Geo: 2 a}el isen
Dannmtmhm Bmsley o
Sl' Paul“ﬁebman. *ansln
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Union Pacific
depot donations
and pledges (As of 4/30/99)
Citizens Bank

St. Pay) Jaycees

Marion Bahensky

Beehm Healtharart

Ron W. Sack

St. Paul Equipment/Leon Swanczyk
Sowers Club

T.O.Haas

DeViy Family

St. Paud Bank

Jacobsee Funeral Home

Russell Klinginsmith

Dorothy June Rubeck Collins
Barb and Dan Mclntyre

Dx. Mautice and Maedean Matlrews
Patand l.owen (ausen

Marj Southerd

Joyce Swong

Farweil Arms

Swinarshi Phaimacy
St.Paul Abstract

Dan andMailene Syas
Ron Bahensky
Lizand Terry King
Heritage Living Cepter
Dan Sevdk

First Federal Lincoln
Kathy Semerad

Ejaine and Wayne Swadley
Betty and Gary Schwenk
Carl Chastensen
Pi2a Hut

Jean and Ciaire Pare
Office Bar

Bill Mannelein
Roderick Buckhard:
WNancyForbes

Bob Foibes

Anna B. Smith

Gerald farkowski

Ed Schmidt

Jobn Weitzel

Union Pacific depot
memonrials s o9

Peg Zochall

Pat Kelly

Evelyn Svoboda
Iouise Shaughnessy
Violet Vardaman
Getoude Bahensky
Wilard and Dan Ross
Emest Becker

Alvin Layher

Eva Gahensky
Kenneth Berpgren
JamesC. Caok

Grand total: $33,000...
only $57,000 to go!

We also wish to ttank all of those people
who have volunteesed time., talenss and
labor se Degin the restoralion process

Yms; I WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUIE TO THE COMPAENON OF THE HOWARD COUNTY HISTORICAL VILI AGE
BY HEI PING PRESERVE THE UNION PACTFIC DEPOT.

1 want to hefp fund this much needed and firal project which will house new exhibius,
mecting space, and storage space. 1 wish to donate:

$100 $250

$500 ___ $1,000 $2,500

___ %$5,000 $10.000 __'Oxhct

Donations of $2.500 or more will maﬂve specia) reCORIVTON.

All donations ovcr $100 wm bc u:mcmbc: edon the Donor Board which will be prominently dspjayed inthe ustomd dcpot

Mame you wished 1o have inscribed

Your dorason. made out to the Howaed County Historical Sooery, is mx-deducuible.
(Bc sure w indicasc the * Depot Campagn*® on your check mono area.)
Sendin your tax-deductible doration o us at: P.O. Box 304, St. Paul, NE 68873
Qu—Dors? Contact the Historical Secicty at the zddress abovc or consact any of the other baard ceonbess,

Thank gpu’

IT’s YOUR MEMORY. IT’s Our HiSTORY. IT’S WORTIl SAVING.
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Historical Society
researching

the life of one of
Monet’s Students:
Frank Vavra.

By Ron W. Sack

Frank Joseph Vavra was bom in
St Paul, Nebraska in 1898. He grew up
and anended schoolin Cheyenne,
Wyoming, where his father was a cabinet
maker for the coaches on the Union
Pacific Railroad.

After fighting in World War 1 in Feance,
Vavra studied with artisss Pillzn and
Claude Monet. Under them. he devel-
oped his interest in light

Returning from Franee, Vavra worked
in Cheyenne as a window decorator In
1923, he moved to Denver to seek a
career in art Vavea would open up his
smdio in Denver and spedialize in paint-
ed landscapes, pertraits, and suil lifes.

Wishing toimprove hisskills, he
enrolied in school with John Thompson,
Robett Alexander Graham, and George
William Eggers Eggers, formerly director
of the Chicago An Institute, taught in
Denver from 1921-26, and sesved as
director of the Denver Art Museurn.

When the stock market crashed in
1929, Vavra moved his family to the town
of Bailey, Colorado. He would live there
untl 1942.

Vavra's landscapes beautifully cap-
tured the grandeur and charw of the
Colorado scene Inspiration was found in
the southem valleys of the Sangrede
Crisso mountains, at Pike's Peak, in the
Collegiate Range ousside of Buena Visma,
and in his own backyard in Bailey

loohing voward the diffs_ It was his

mainiog in French Impressionism that pe ¢

suaded him to show the moment in light.
His works are large enough to capture

the greamess of Colorado. Vavra’s paint
ings are stcong as compositons and he
was Denver’s best modernisy artist.

In 1942, Vavra moved to Denver and
seught paintng at the University of
Denvet Murals Vavra created can be
found in éhe Wyoming and Colorado
State Capitols. Vavra died in 1967

The Howard County Historical Society
wishes to find out more on Vavra’s roos
in Howard County. If anyone has
information about him, or his family,
please contact me at P.O. Box 304,

St. Paul, Nebrasha 68873,

Frank josepk varras painting ervtaad Fike s
Peak,” dase urndnoon, oid on bogrd ouned by
Profisoonal Boak Censer.

Most of the information we have on
Vavra is from his experiences after he left
St. Paul. We wish 0 underswand his coots
in Howard County

After thesuccess ofthe Jean Potts
exhibit, thereis strong interest in perhaps
working on an exhibit for Vavra. Ifthe
interestis still there, and Vavra'sties to
Howard County are strong, Vavra would
make a very niceadditionto the new
Historical Village Maln Museum.



historically speaking

Historical Society to publish
expanded version of County History.

By Marion Bahensky

The Howard County Hiswmr cal Sodety is seeldng & enlatge upon
and update the hisvory written by others over the past 100 years

This hard cover book willbe about 8.5 x 11 inches insize and
probably 400 pages in length It will featnre fnmily histories, as well
as histories of county businesses, orgarumtions, and clubs. Family
hiswories with 500 words or less will be included in the book free of
charge There will be a chiarge for any family histories exceeding
500 words and a charge for picfires

Please plan w0 send your histories in by August 1, 1999 Orders for
the prinsed listory must beaccompanied by a deposit

All of @re county churches we are researching will be :induded,
as well as the fesearch stor .es we luave completed on Gage Valley,
St Liboty, Paplin, Dannevirke, Fairdale, Farwell, and Cushing
We are espexially iooking to include histor ies on businesses, clubs
and churches, both past and present. If you feel it is impoaart %0
remember one of these. be sure w0 get the histor y and photographs
intous
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