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Howard County gets bitten by the history bug!

By Ron W. Sack
e
What a difference a year makes 1999 is
only eight months over, and many historic

evems have already taken place

1 Paanevitke Churchand 2.
Oannevicke Hallhave bethbeen placed on
dre Narionzl Register of Historic Places
Beth shuchures have been recently
reswored. 10e.

s vandiada

3. The Czech Catholic Cemetery of

St. Wenceslaus (Wamw) received a
Nebrasim historical market

4. Dannebrog, Nebrasha's Danish Capivel,
alsorece ived a Nebraska historical marker
5. ®urveryown Unjon Pacific depetis
currently receiving a much nceded face lift
through historic presevaton. Nealy

$39,000 has been raised for i preservation.

6. Howard Countyl fistorical Seciety’s
“Depet Plan™ was applauded by the
Nebraska Rural Development Commission
as one of the top 100 Injiawves in Rural
Development
7. Theliowadd County liistorical Seciety
continues i photographic survey of
county architecure

Well done, volunteers!

Howard County’s 480-page
history book to be a keepsake
for family libsaries.

Pecumenting the
architecture of Howard
County through photographs.
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historically speaking

. E Webster,

a long time St. Paul
promoter and
newspaperman.

Rescarched by Ron W Sack

Bom in Sterling._ Illinois. on January 20,
1871 John Fabian Websiercame to
Neburaska in January. 1879 His father.

James Webster. and mother Margearet
Pollard. were bom in 1ipperay, heland.

John Webster completed the eighth
grade in country schoals in Plane Ceater,
Nebsaska On July ). 1902, he masried
Golda Bames at EIba Golda. who was
bom in Scota. was of early American
ancesTy 1he Wesksters had four children

Unnl the declaration of warwith Spain
in 1898. M. Webster farmed and worked
with his father inrailroad constnicuon.
On April 22, 1898. he enlisted with the
Nebraska National Guard, and on
May 10. was sworn inzo the service for the
United States, forservice inthe
Philippines Upen his retum, he was

employed with the Oniaha Elevaror
Compuany. where he purchased grain for
them unail February 1. 1909 Hethenlefito
ke cliarge of the St Pawl Phonograph

Anextremely independent Deme<iat,
he was uappointed state piinter by
Governor Keith Neville. and served two
years. 1917 and 1918. Duang the years of
1928 and 1929, he wasa memberof the
@cmoc sate commitee. He wasa mem-
ber in good smanding of the United Spanish
War Veterans. and in 1928 served ascom-
mwnder of the Charles E. Norsris Camp
No 6 A Catholic, he was affiliated with
S Peter and Paul’s Catholic Church and
was a member (Grand Knight 1918 -19) of
the Knighss of Columbus.

Alnays acuvvein ever y effon towards
the advancerment of his commimiry.
Mr Webster was a charter member of the
St. Paul Community Club, and was
president for two years He was president
of the local I ions Club, was a member of
the Nebraska Press Assaation (president
1929), was the first seoemry of the 1oup
Valley Press Asseqarion.in 1913. and
served as its president in 1919 He was a life
member of the Red Cross and of the
Nebraskana Society. and a member of the
Ancient Order of the United Workmen, the
American Yeomen andthe Parent Teachers
Asseciation His social club wasthe St Paul
Golf Club. of which he has served as
presidenttwo tenns

His hobby was geuing outa newspaper
which told his readers what is going on in
public offices.

Editer’s nuie: Webster lived in the house
which is airrerntly ewned by Bill and judy
Jaeoks
i=—— == ——m=—_ = = = — ——1

Inscription on the back of

the St. Paid promotional
sheet at right reads...

St Paul, Nebrasha, populasion of nearly
2.000, is located in the beautiful [oup River

valley. 138 miles due westof Omaha. 124
miles nonhwcst of Lincoln. on the Union
Pacific and Burlington Railways. The
Union Pacific Railway just completed con-
smuction of a beautiful depet in St. Paul.
We are the center of a fertile farming com:
munity and dairy center, where comn,
wheat. oats and alfalfa are grown inabun-
dance and where cattle, hogs, shecpand
poulxy thrive so that it is ideal steck coun
trv: ln this dity is located the largest hatch-
ery inthe middlewest with a capacity of
249,000 eggs and a million and a half
chicks tumed out each season. There are
three prosperous churches, two cty
schools, one business college, retail stores
of all kinds, two strong banking institu
tions, several miles ofbrick paved stree®
and alleys. an extensive water system,
sewer, telephone and eleciric sy stems
[ocatedalongthe White Way liighway. on
Highways Nos. 11 and 34, and on gravel
roz2ds to Omaha and {incoln. A beauniful
golf courseadicinsthe aty,

Newsletter changes
and updates

We are currentlyreceiving more infor
mation on the second part of our seties on
Gage Valley. look for stories on Ray
Bohensky's gasstason and Gage Valley
churches ina future issue

Also. we arereeeiving more anifaas for
our collecrions. [sok fora list of donors
and artifacts donamons in a future issue
aswell.

1he Board of Directors of the Howard
County Historical Se0ety wishes ta thank
all of the people who have contributed
time, salents. money. and artifaces this year

We arcalso pleased to announce that
Virginia Leth has been nominated and
elected for the Bsord Welcome!
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histerically speaking

Improvements
made at the
Historical Village.

By Ron W.Sack

The Howard County Historical
Village will have an archway and
entrance columns So says Dave
Sprague, president of the Prairie
Blacksmiths Asseciation and vice
president of the historical seciety His
blacksmith group, which has a
membership of over 68. has volunteered
not only to create the decorative iten
archway. but the entzance columns as
well Spearheading the the iren archand
columns is Jim Peirce from Hastings
Some of Peiice's brickwork can be seen
atthe Hasungs IMAX Theater. A project
like the entrance columns would
normally have a price tag of 52,060 to
$3,080 attached toit. but everything is
being donated °It’s just our way of
supperung a great organizaiion,”
stated Sprague.

Seeking
information on
Dublin station.

By Redkerick ®urdvardy

As pant of our effon in documenting the
evolusion of the railreads in Howard
Ceunty, we are seeking infotoxbon on the
Union Pacilic saatien named Dublin
Dublin was located souih of Bunker Hill.
Ifyou have any infonnation or
photographson Dubin, please centact us

Dne Prague und
Jtm Peirpe, both
memées of the
Prairre Blacksmdhs
Amcie?ion discus
plarns for tbe
asbney and
evibhance columycs
which wifl greet
visilers 1o the
Higortaa) Vitlage
The columns and
arch are being
donated in memory
of Ryemnd A
(BitD) Fortres and uxld
be somyiemad in the
3pring of 2000

Phegrapl abooe Members of the Pauline
and George Sack family dadicaryd a scOoed
betl in memety gf thetr porenis and
grandparenis over Mermwrial Doy weekend.
The bell came frem Eounrri Gounly's tery
oTn dishkz =13 R was plawed pear the

. sbevy s boelbouse

Top pbetgrupb: Ferey Lang, Donna Dolbnsh,
Carl Christensen and friend Goty take a
beeather ubife painting over 5,000 tin shivngles
Jor the depm

FPhammgrapb above: Laura, Limndsay, Secky and
Iuke Knax a'® among the maryy vollirlecrs wbo
belp patnt the (ion Pacific depod

Thoses couylesy of Marsut Babensky

Top pbetegrapd. Mena SPrague and 8orts Leth
L7220 alenders af Corgpany s Comin'.
Rborprapd above A large cvoed came o
Compairy's Comin'. IDose fuct@ the camera Gre
DwraBy Sazame, Alice Bartle, and Marian Foix
Pbosgs eorotesy of Marian Ba beraty
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Howard County
Historical Society
to expand
current exhibits;
create new ones.

By Mena Sprague

More progress occurred at the Fiiday,
August 13, meeting of de Board of
Bicectors of the Howanl Coumy Hisrorical
Sodiety A unanimous vole ro allow the
Velerans grouplo epand imo the space
wliich houses the Museum of Nebraska
Baseball Greats was given. Mike Schmidt.
Jerry Hruza, Ieo and Ruth Blaha, Evelyn
Bvorak and Ray Rubesh were on hand 1o
show suppon let sthe expansion of the
exhibit “ We ate pleased the Veterans
group wants te grow with us,” smted
President Marion 8ahensky.* We loved
feeding. watering, housing and caring for
the Baseball Museum for the past several
years. but are excited about these new and
expanded exhibits which will give our
museum a larger focus~ Aise approved
Frictay by a unanimous vote. was u» star
with the creamon of a Howard County
religious exhibit This exthibit will be
plaeed in the reom which curtently houses
the Veterans display Heading up the
research team will be Janet Hniza, Evelyn
Bvorak and Ron Sack. “Our eventual plans
are 1o find a pcimanent home I6r our
research and aifacts on Howard County’s
religion- some of which has gained
national acclaim,” explained Ron Sack.
“Thisis a greal way 10 house an exhibiL>
concluded Sprague “We jusi couldn’t pass
up this climatecomro.led space in the
Gruber House "

The Boardis working on plans 1o
completethe Historical Village site with

the retaaining four street lamps and decors
tive archway along with several ether
surprises which are yet to be announsed.
“We wantto play a role in the 2080 SPHS
alumni reunion,” swied Ron Sack. “We are
wonking on plans foran exhibit at the
libcary which focases on St Paul High
Sctieol. [r’s just our way to show supporn lor
the Alumni Aswwaason.” Bedication for the
archway. sweet araps, and otherimprove-
ments is scheduled for Memorial Pay,SPHS
Alumni weekend of 2000

Resioation 1o e Union Pacific depet
coniinues Carl Christenscn and Marion
Bahensky are heading up a group of
volurireers to paint over 5,080 shingles
~Anyone wishing 1o help be a pari of
histary may call me at 308 754 4454,
ssid Bahensky.

Inspiration for
promotional
poster came
Jfrem a simple
wooden box.

By Ron W. Sack

[f you were in Si. Paul this summet.
chances are you sa w @1r new awareness
poster entitled * Help our immigrants find

a home." The visual for this four-color
poster is Fred Olsen’s immigrantwunk
which he brought over with him from
Penmark in the 1870s The message for
this piece focuses on the depot restora
tion andthe need 1o expand our exhibit
space 10 have new exhibits focusing on
immigration. education and religion
Currenily, many of the Historical
Seciety’s artifacis cannot be propery
displayed, because they have “no
home” 1000 four-color posters were
crealed This $3,808 project was
produced and funded for the Howard
County Iiistorical Seciely throughthe
generosity of the following businesses
and individuals in Omaha: Barnhar:
Press, Field Paper Company. Bozell
Worldwide, Robert Ervin, Mark
Romesser. Dustin Black. and the
Pauline M. Sack Memorial Fund
Voluateers c2nvassed the town to get
the poster displayed fer GCA Days.

This woeden box serted with Fred
Olsen...

Fred Olsen came (o this count'y frem
Penmark in 1878. He had a blacksmith
shop on his fann that was [ecated cast of
Farwell In 1890. he went back 1o ®enmark
and manied Pewa Jensen, coming back in
1891 To this fami'y there were borm three
sons: Hans, Jim, and Clarence They lived
on this firn. exceptforthree years when
theyoperateda grocery store In 1918,
Jim took over the farm. Hans was a teacher,
and mught inseveral different schools
Clarence waskilled in Woild War [. Fred
held many lecal lecal and county posi
tions Jim lived his entite life on the family
fann [n 1918 he manied Henlia
Rasmussen. also of Farwe'l Five childien
were born 10 this couple: Clarence, Edna
(Mis Howard) pelersen, Roy, Bale, and
Harold Jim, like his fatheg held many
impornant pesitions in the county Fred
died in 1974, after which Heriha moved
to St Paul.



Fred Olsen's immigiant auok from Devuzank, circs 8708
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srtions of Howand Counny's history have been uwrable to'be displaved - stored away
it a home. We've foun
Once restored. the depot will house

For many

bits such as education, relipnon. and igsmigration

Please help us get there by making a donation 1o help préserve vous hisson.
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Howard County
History book
promises to be a
real keepsake.
By Ron W, Sack
Committee members
moet last Saturday,
August 14. to discuss
content of the boek.
Heading upthe

conun tice are Marion Bahensky. Setla
Zimbelman, Virginia Ledh, Doris Leth,

Ken Ledh and Ron Sack The Phenograph-
Herwuld is also pan of the committee as they
will be handling the p:inting of the book,

“The history beek is proving to be areal
kecepsake = smted Virginia Leth. “Tt will be a
hardbound 400-page tauty with over
300 neverbefore published photographs,”

Currently, the group has histories fer the
fellowing towns and senlements:

St. Libesy, St Paul. Farwell Cotesfield.
Cushing, Bannebrog, Dannevirke,
Fairdale, Warsaw, Paplin (Choynice),
Nysted, Beelus and Gage Valley.

The town of E -nda
hisiory fer the beek.

Thie groupis also cover ng other unique
aspects such as sections devoted o the
histor y of St Libor y walermelons, Danish
immigration, andstate championship
teams from Howard County, Histories on
etubs, organiaations, churches 2nd busi
nesses, as well as historic skerches wr tten
by Parwech, Haggan (St. Llbory area),
Towag Svobods and Wall will be iniatuded.

Bigers of the Hovord Counsy
5W07y bogk wil! be penw) o
nele stch fertures as bissoric
maps, charks and phesegraphs
wilt be inciuded The map
shour at &ft was

publisbad 1n 1839 and sbeas
Eounrd Ceunty's pos offices.
Yex pos offxes extsaad in
Gage Valkey, 5. fud,
GrantvilloR Libory,
Rannetrag, Cotesfiedd,

Loup Rk, Kelso, Warsae and
Cat—ficld Map centesv of tbe
FHowxard Ceurwy Hisieriail
Seciety aichives.

Forcmmple,
the Dannebrog Boesiers. St Paul Farmers
Gnion and Sts Peter and Paul's Catholic
Daughiers havesupplied the committee
with histories and photographs

All histor cs and photegraphs of
organizarions. businesses. churches,
scheo) letic tzams 3re bedl
published Free of charge. Family histories
of 308 words or less are free of chacge
There is 2 small charge % publish Gamily
photographs and there js also a small
charge for famjly historic:s tunning oveg
S00 words

Anyone wishing to take pan in this
historic book is encoutaged to eontact the
Howard County Historical at P.O Box 304,
St Paul, Nebraska 68873
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A sneak preview
at some of the
photographs
which will be
included in the
Howard County
history book.

FPhote adove: Rarwell's COieago Lumber
Cornpamy, Gourtesy of Randy [ ubkaaevric

Phote ai right: Knoibe bouse (still standing
and loasied en Heuard Avenue) . Paad 13 ] ]
Courtesy of Ron Sock. : .

-Gy -

Foete a1 feft: St Paul's

g bucines dishid 153
Ppbotograph was sken by

the famows pbotegrapder

Sedzram Butaber,

Courtesy of Ron Sock.

Pt beloner A pecial feoture of the bistory boek will inchete research iopies
ot whal makes Feunerd County unigue Shown belox’ (s the Ambioe medon
stand tied “1be SBack ~ R uwas one of the many mefon siends ubieb bove
dorted the 3. Libory area over the )ears. 1bis plalegraph gives ene a good

d idea of wdar Hewand Ceunly was ilke senting out of ibe Great Depression
Fheole obme 1B Metbedist COcd in 3 3 X

PN of Ron Sack of the 1 9308 Coustesy of PP)8is and Leonard Amb: ese

=

S Powi e the o

Photo above N Pauds Howard Avenue in the
lage 19205 &F yexal nolee are the street langps
wbiab onee groeed tbe insersexons

Coustesy of Ren Sack.
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Union Pacific depot
donations and pledges

= —— - —————————— ]
Toon Taylor

Vanoe Clark

Ray and Shirdey johasoo
Vanice and Lyle Bahensky
Jeanwe Scea Brunez

R Hawes

E. Vetter

Caill Chniscerisen

Geagbd Jensen

Elaine Jacobs Beaeiman
Hazel Lawmrenec

Jim and Manlyn Nelsun
(saine Siewarnt

Bemie and Dale jelinson
Bonnie and Gary Clavton
Alied Insurance

I3\ Enevrgy

Fileen Bador Chapin
avid B Hald

Kaisti jetwvisan HOlein
SPHS Qases of 1979
BDosald Niedeld

Cimzens Bank

St. Paul Jaycees

Marion ®alw)isky

Bichm Healthran

Ron W. Sack

St Paul Equipmieat/1 ~e@ Seanceyk

Sowers Club

T.@. Haas

DeVry Famiy

St Paul Bank

Jacobsen Funeral Howe
Cal. Ruesell Klinginsmirh
Oemthy June Rtk Collinrs
Bar b a1vd Dan Mclnivre
Dt Maurice and Maedean Mathews
Pat aod Iowen Clausen
Matj Sevtduid

Joyce Streag

Farwel! Araas

Swinaiski Pharmacy

St. Paul Abssacy

DOua and Marlene Syas
Roa

Liz and Terry IGng
Herimge Living Ceruer
Dan Seveik

D». and Mss. Floyd Tesmer
First Fedeaal Uncoln
Kathy Sommerad

Ehine and Wayge Swadley
Beay and Gary Schwenk
Casl Chaistesisen

Pizaa Hut

Dr. Jeanand Claire Pase
®ffice Bar

Bi] Mannelein

Rederick Burkhkardi
Nancy Ferbes

8ob Forbes

Aona B._Smith
Genald farkowski
Ed Schimidt

Jebn Weitael

Uniien Pacific deprot memorials

Lucille (evine

Farl C. Hald

Cv. Svyebods (Lampeax by depir)
ER jarecke

Keith Davis

Bill Gorden

Hamny larsen

Hazel Kryzcki

®g 2ochell
PatKelly

Eveiyn Svobada
Couise Shaughbme-ssy
Violet Vardagun
Gortiude Bahensky
Willard and Dan Rexs
Emex Becker

Alvin Jayher

Eva Baheansky
Kenaeth Berggren
James G. Cook

AT dermaturies ave o of Asges 15, FO00
Fiease audvise us §f oy o o ackah

YEs, [ WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE COMPLEIION OF THE HOWARD COUNTY HISTIORICAL VILLAGE
BY HELPING PRESERVE THE UNJON PACIFIC BEPOT.

I want to help fund this much needed and final project which will bouse new q;hxbits
meeting space.and storage space. I wish to donate:

$100  ___$250 . 5580 __ _ Sleon _ §2.560 siq)o
Name
" ﬁTrw 4 sure Lp

All donztlons over$ 100 will he remembered on the Denor Boaxd%vhuch will be p-ommenq; dnspla)ed in the restored depot

~ Donations of $2,580 oz suore will receive spccnal recognition.

Name you wished 1o have inscribed.

Your donasion, made out to the Howard County Historical Society, is saxdeductible

{Besurctoindicate thic “Depet Campaign®

on your check memo arca }

Send in your wx deductible donation to us at: P.O. Bex 304, St. Paul, NE 68873
Questions? Conaact the Historical Socicty at the address above or <ontact any of the other board members

Thank vou!

IT's YOUR MEMORY. [T°s OUR HISIORY, IT°s WORTIH SAVING.
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Photographic
survey of
Howard County
continues.

By Ron W. Sack

@ ez the past four Years.
[ have been busy
preseiving our histor y: the

history of who weaie, al
this moment Tee oficn.
peservalion groups feciis much of thelr
anendon on presesving the past - forgetting
about g nor-se-obvioils - the present.

When asking for photegiaphs and i1for-
nuaien on Howard County, nany peeple
would tell me, “We don’t have any.. Wt saw
tie building everyday. and thought nodving
about eking a photogsaph of it We ook the
buildings fi>r graned "

1belicve we are at greatsisk of losing

ourhisior y of gie present That's why [am
aurenty focusing on another imponent paat
of our history: 2he kistory of whe we ave at

this momerii

Qurenty, this collecson
contains over 400
phretographs and snapshots
of Howard Counfy inthe
1998s. This is a geat colles:
non ferour famity and
&iends o uncover aed
1esearch SO yeas s from aow
Decumeniation has been
comgeted on St Paul's
Howaid Avenue (seme of
which has been changed
drameically injust the past
fouryears), &. Libory,
Farwell's main street, Puplin
and Dasmievinke Nextup:
searrthung we see every day
and 1ake for g anted -
&_Libor¥’s melon srands-

Decumenting acchiteciue
al feanures of eur nin
suees, churehes, acdeven
ihese outhouses wliichaie
vanishing way tee fast

[ wish1o focus on the

architecure of the aonymnon man, the farmeer,
tie schoolieacher, the buisiness ownes, and
of us. The buiklings we see every day

The buildings we don'1 wke encugh eme
toapprecate. untl hey are gone

ffaddasticayi

. T AR,

PRLLIAR e TE,

Pbutqgrapb above: Papiin's @ur Lady ef
Mot Carmed Catbolsic Cousch.

PhargTupbs betow: @uilouss a1 @ Lady of
Mow s Car mel Carbelic Qrunch, entrasnce
810810 and Corpes CHIEsIS Daiilding
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Company’s Comin, parades, and
Civil War Encampment prove fo be
popular events for the Historical Society.

We are pleased with the success of Companyy’s Comin’, garade paric
ipetien, and the Encampraent. All brought teumists to St. Paul. Thanks to
all of the vohn teers whe teiped make these evenss sicha suoes.

Koexaz Hakn oex! this auverdatrg fioal for the X Pawl CCA Days Porade
Vinesya Ao Rad an aciae 1ole in grling maity YOURE COLNEPYS Mo kake Pd12ir)
G puasade foass in 1999 Wil deval

HowarD COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
F.® BoOX 304
ST. PAuL, NEBRASEA 68873

All prodhsction costs of tis newsetter, except for printing, have been donated to the Howard Cosnty Historical Sociery

histerically speaking
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i ucking the sclﬂemmsof Adick Rudehardt
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OCxurtiog, Barsxvoke Elba. Beam: Oulizh
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