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FerR THE ay Paul Heisy Rasiuessen. Thorvald Jacobsen. C.V. Sreboda.
l O U e Leonard Babensky. Curly lacobsen. Elless Partsch. Maggie
Christensen. J.A. Haggart. And others These wwere the people
OF OUR
that said eur bistory was iniportant. They were the ones that
county s mport 2

said our bistory is worth preserving. They took stands. They

_ This sprocels weas /ﬁ";

) fought battles. They werked bard And together they did
May 27, 2000 during = - < g

the dedication i){ e

costrvgrd sonething great-they preserved onr bistory. Americavis bave
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always respected newness and youth.
We arc, afrer all, a new people, a young
people: the inhabitams of a
New World where old tyrannies
have no place and where a man
can make himself out of the
stuff of his opporrtunities. The
American Dream-broughit here
in the baggage of mi lions of
inunigrants—is a dream, above
all, of this newness. Here the
past is another countiy, its citi-
zens other people left behind.
An American fcom the first is a
child of the
future, a person
who starts from
scrasch This s
the great gift
we've been given
by those
Amectisans who
have preceded us:
we are allowed,
like rio other
people on earth,
to invent our
own personal
destinies. We're
free to make our
selves up as we
go along

We
Americans pay a
price for this
gift. though: we lerget with too much
emhusiasm what has come befere us.
Intent on the future, we throw away
the past asit’s used up; we are wasteful
of memory. We fail to ask our parents
and grandparents, before we lose them,
the questions we wish we had
askednot “What happened in your
fifes” hut "How did it feeli” and
“What was it like2” We fail to search

for, in them, what we iock for in our

selves as we 100 grow older: a sense of

it K@% an emotional day for
the farnilies as they dedicated
thase gifts to thew loved
onas, Howard County and
Si. Faul As a peem was
read, members of
the farmly stepped
forwward and cut

the strug to frve
balloons ubuch then
aseended up o the
blue sky. The church
bell then: rang fwe

times

continuity, a

sense of belong
ing, of being part
of the stream. We
look fer a geneal-
ogy of names. But
what we finally
want 1s a genealo
gy of feeling We
want emotional
roots in a history
that we ignored when it was availahle.

What’ﬁ true ()f us as mdxwduals 1S

true of us as a people. American histo-
1y, for most of us, is an old distant leg-
end full of mythic figures. With
the presemlike the
future-clamoring for our arien
tion, we don't recognize how
close out history really is, how
new and, in one sense, how
ordinary America has had its
share of great men and women.
But the history of the American
democracy is imelf a democratic
history. It’s been made- more
than in any other society-by
ordinary people: the immigrant,
the preacher, the schoolteacher,
the farmer, the store owner, the
blacksmith, the
postmaster, and
the depot agent
These people
were ordinary,
like us And
they’re nearer s
us than we
think.
Cld people and old
buildings-declining in
numbers as we reach
the end of the centu-
ry-are a special
resource, a resoufce
that, for our own
sakes, we should not
waste. For they carry
within them the
sources for our identi-
ty and our history

time thar will never

LA come again. They are

kvmg chronicles, the

elders of the American
experience. And we would do well to
listen, to remembcr, and to preserve.
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THE ARCHWAY.
S aa————————————1 .
“They told us
that the Historical
Society is the gate
way to the past. So
we created an azch-
way for them.”
The archway

was dedicated to
Raymond “Bill”
and Poris Forbas.

THE FIVE
BENCHES.
= = ——— ]
“They told us
to sit once n a
while and listen to
the wind and gaze
at the moon. So
we created bench-
es to sit and rcficce
ter them.”
Benches were dedicated to
Sr Ann Francis Side! and Sr. Masry
Ann Wissing, George and Pauline
Sack, Frank and Lafern Mudioff,
Clem and {rene Kezeor, Ernie and
Barlene Sidel

THE COURTYARD PAD.
e 1
“They told us all good things
need a solid foundation. So we cre
ated a beautiful concrete and brick

wurtyard for them.”
The cotrtyard pad was dedicat
ed to £d and Tillie Schenck.

THE f@UR STREET LAMPS.

= = —— ————— = —— e ]
“They provided us with hight

dunng the times we were lost. So

we created some beautiful street
lamps for them.”

Street lamps were dedicated to
Gertrude, Leonard and Leonard fr.
Bahensky, C.V. Svoboda, Maty je
Twehous Eckhardt, and Albert and
Clara Schwenk.

THE CLOCK.
fe——————— = = =
“They told us to be wise with
our time on earth. So we created a

clock to honor time for them.”
This clock was dedicated to
Dan and Irene Schenck.

“They told us to always give
back to our community. And we
will.”

Top photo: The nizjastic
Howard County Courthouse's
proud new neighbor-the
ceurtyard at the historical
vitlage. 1h% araa m St. Pad
& slowly becoming one of
Central Nebraska finest
bistoric distrias Lower left
photo: Ron W. Sack delivers
an emotional speech at she
dedication. Lower right
photo: Crowds gather at the
village for the dedication.

Preservation takes
a giant leap
forward

in Howard County.

On Saturday, May 27, 2000 at 2:30
p-m., the Howard County Histerical
Society dedicated its latest improve-
menr ro Howard Counry and the aity
of St. Paul. An archway, five benches, a
courtyard. four strect lamps and a
clock having a valuc of $70,000 were
dedicated te the community:.

“It was a dream wee had back in
1997 when we presenred a site plan for
the Historical Village,” stated the
Beard of Directors. “And now all of
these wonderful people came together
and made this happen.”
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The plan which che
board is talking about
included adding a court-
yard, benches, archway,
sareet lamps, brick walk
way, pest office and a
depec This overall site plan
would later be named one
of the “Top 100 [nitiatives
in Rural Development® by
Governor Ben Nelson and
the Nebraska Department
of Economic Development
in 1999 The Historical
Society has been busy exe-
cuting this plan in just three
yesrs. The post office was
moved in 1997 from
Cotesfield and restored in
Just less than one year. The
WPA outhouse soon {ol
lowed. That project won a
natonal prescrvation award
from Midwest Living mage
zine. Brick walkways, four
street lamps, and a restored
Farwell Lutheran church
were reality in 1998. The
beautiful Union Pacific
depot moved into town in December of
that year 1999 saw a historic school
bell added to the village and a repaim-
ed St. Libory school and general store.
The depoct’s exterior was repainted and
a new roof was completed.

“Progress of this magnitude doesn’t
happen by chance,” smted HCHS pres
ident Marion Bahensky. “All of the
above projects involved many planned
hours of volunteer service and money.
True, we are supported by the county
{S6,080 a year), but the majority of our
funding for these projects came from
countless hours of fundraising and

Bornnie and Garv Clayton, aiong wish

Ron W. Sack, witness #he bailoons ascend as
Bonnie and Gary dedicate the clock to

Dan and Irene Schenck. The Claytens uere

the driving force in getting the courtyard
compleoaed,

financial donations from businesses,
members, board members, and
supporters.™

The $70.000 value for these recent
improvements includes many volun
teered professional hours and donated
scrvices as well as substantial cash
donations h is noted this money was
carmarked for this project by the fami-
lies who are dedicating this to cheir

families two years ago.
Bonnie Clayton, one of the
donors to this project stated,
“I always wanted to honor
my parents for instilling in1 all
of their childeen a love for
tamily and communicy.”
These improvements fol-
low a geant which che
Historical Society was award-
ed from the Nebraska
Department of
Roads/Transportation
Enhancement Grant The
Socicty applied for a
$156,000 grant to restore the
depot. The grant awarded
was for $125,000. The
Seciety must raise $31.000 (a
20% march of che full
amount requested), or lose
the granc
“We are all responsible tor
community building,” stated
vice president Ron W. Sack.
“We are excited to see our
community undersmand that
preservation is good for both
main street and tourism.”
“Take a look at the before and afier
photos from just 1997 to 2000,” stascd
beard member Mena Sprague. “You
can’c tell me this isn’t one of the most
attractive sposs in Central Nebraska.”
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Entering Howard County,

A histery of the people and the land of Heward Ceunty, Nebraska.

*® 556 pages of

Howard i Yes, please reserve _ copies of the 356 page history boek Entering Howard Cosnty for me. i
. . - 1 i
County history i Name: i
L]
e Qver 500 P |
photographs ;
ity: State: Zip: H
- Hardbound . Clt) tate 1p E
cover and dust | Cosc §
jacket. :
Number of History Books: x $7500-_ H
e 290 family
historics. Shipping and Handling (55.00 per book): x §5.00=_
¢ A salute 0 3% Nebraska Sales Tax ($3.75 per book): - x S375=
County Veteraas.
Total: S

¢ T1istories of
all high schools

and churches Make vbecks pavable to the Howard County Histori:al Seciery.

Send payimem 10: Howard Couney Historical Soaety, P.O. Box 384, St. Paal. NE 6S873.
* 20 chapters. }

[o===== D B
b
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Historical Society e

PR .1'5 i
s

needs your belp in
bringing $§125,000 grant to
Howard County

and St. Paul.

By Marion Bahensky

We must raise
$16,000 by December 1
in order to receive a
Dept. of Roads
grant for $125,000. We
are counting on you to
help us out. Please consider
as big a donation as you can handle. Please pay your dues ($10 per person
for 2001) as soon as possible. Please consider purchase of the county
history, Entering Howard County, as a Christmas gift for family members—
and send in your prepaid order before December 1. We are bending every
effort to raise the necessary money. It will be a great pity if we lose the
grant {all to be spent in Howard County) at a time when the farm economy is
way down.

The grant will pay for first-class restoration of the depot as a
transportation museum. We will keep it open from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday
through Sunday from Memorial Day through Labor Day, plus all other Sundays
from 1-4 p.m. This is with volunteer hosts. We are planning firstclass exhibits
on transportation topics and are applying for grants to make this happen. We
will be adding much more museum space in order to display artifacts already on
hand. This excellent museum, in a newly attractive setting, will bring people and
dollars to Howard County. We Directors are donating all the time and money we
can. Please help. Thank you.

P.S.: We have an excellent web page (also done by donated labor & talent) at
www.cornhusker.net/~minelbchs.htm. We will include a weekly update on the
Society. We believe you have every reason to be proud of Howard County and its
Historical Society. Take a look, please.
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Ahe Howasd County Historical Village-namad one

of the “Top 100 Joimatives in Rural Development™
by Governor Ben Nelson and the Nebraska

- Department of Economic Development in 1999.

P ([ T

YES, | WOUILD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE COMPLETION OF THE HOwar® COUa1Y HISTORICAL VILLAGE
BY HELPING PRESERVE THE U::i@N PACIFIC DEPOT

I want to help fund this much needed and final project which will house new exhibits,
meeting space, and storage space. | wish to donate:

$100 __ %250 ___ %500 51,000 $2,500 $5,000 $10,000 @ther

MName

Address

Fhusiic

All donations over S100 wilt be remembered on the Donor Board which will be prowinently displaved w the restored depot.
Donacions of $2,500 or more will teccive special recO8nirion.

Your donmon. made out 1o the Howard Couniy Historical Souiery. s taxdeducuble
(Bec sure tn mdicate the “1epet Canpaszu ™ on vour check memin arer.)
Send w vour tax-deducrible donadion o us ai: P O. Bes 304, St. Paul. NE 63§73
Quostions? Contaer the Historical Savicty a1t the address above o contace v of the onher boasd aw atbeis

ﬂ;,'nz L ﬁnl.’

'S YOUR MEMORY. 1T's Our HISTORY. IT'S WORTI SAVING.



bistarically speaking

Pedication ceremonies attract 300
people to Historical Village in St. Paul.

By Ron W Sack

Nearly 380 people took part in the dedication ceremonies
held at the Howard County Historical Village in St. Paul on
May 27, 2809. The Board of Birectors of the Howard County
Historical Secicty would like to thank all of the people who
donated countless hours of labor and money to make this

weekend one of the most successful on reeord Special thanks

te the fellowing for their great coverage of the activides in

St Paul: Sz. Paul Phenegreph-Herald. Grand Island
Independent, Omaha Werld-Herald, Kearney Daily Hub,
Hastings Tribune, Lincoln Journal-Stasr, KHAS TV of Hastings
and NTV of Kearney.

IHHoward COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O. Bex 304
ST. PAUL, NEBRASKA 68873
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A s
Howsrd Coanty Hemwal Societw

including dve seulements of
Bodtss, Camrsfuid, Cusding,
Danncbrog, Dasmovirke. Flba,
Farwzll, Nyseed, Paplin, S. Libocy,
St. Paul, and Wapsow

Emxiug:
Ron W. Seck

QRAAATION:
300+
MALNG ADDRESS:

P@®. Box 304, 5. Pacl, NE 68873
Mserasrs.ox:
$10 per persson

Menz Sprague, Manbership Chaie
844 XUnh Ave,

St Paul, Ndvashe, 688733518

Tbe HCE M &5 2 now-probt
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