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My FAVORITE

Places
IN HOWARD
County

N & 7

Rent W. Sack

Fart one in a series of fowz

rememnber places in Howard
County which ignited my
senses: the brilliant colors of
the stained glass windows in
Ss Peter and Paul’s Catholic
Church, the emotional feeling
of entering another world at
St. Paul’s Union Pacific depot,
the “tastes™ of the candy
counter at Leth’s IGA in

St. Paul, the creaking of the
wooden floor at Vanis’ General
Store in St. Libory, and the

aroma of buttered popcorn at

the Riviera Theatre in St. Parl. St. Paed’s masestic Rivicra Theatre in the 1940s. In 1939, owner Mens Thompser: made the
claim the theatre had the largest use of neon m ehe area—orer 210 feet of neon weas used to il
e (he leirers and griphiss of the theatre’s sign H.C.H. S pheto donated by Richard B Hill
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Phote abeie: The frst building 1 St. Paul
established for public culture and enter
tatiment was an epera heuse Built by
Nichelas ] Paul in 1886, it was fermally
called the St Pastt Opera House
Following its completior, traveling
troupes pr: en shows regularly, mcluding
opera, melodrama, eomedies, and plavs
for public entertainment for a brief per-
od. it swas also called the Elise. 1be ferst
mouies in St Paul were showm in the
Opera Heu<e The St Pawd schools used
this building for their plays and pregrants
before the present bigh school was built
1% the early 1920s. The building was pur-
chased by the American Legion in 1927,
Unfertunately 1ts ormarmental trism and
details were remeved and the building
refaced Photo courtesy of Ron W. Sack

For me, the Riviera was yet another
way the world entered St. Paul Hollywood
and all of iss stars entranced us at the
Riviera. [ remember seeing “The Call of
the Wild” and “True Grit” with my par-
ems and sister in the late 1960s and
early 1970s The Riviera was one of the
few places in town where we could
escape our world for a evuple of hours
and reenter our world fully energized.

In 1543, Riviera Theatre owner
Mons Thompscn made additional
improvements to the building. He
installed a RCA deluxe photophone
sound system, a new RCA sound screen,
and new coated lens equipment. It was

touted as the finest movie house in the
state On the theatre’s thirteenth
anniversary in 1945, a full week of films

were shown Movie goers had the
opportunity to see stars such as Fred
MacMurry, Henry Fonda, Dorothy
1 amar, Bob Hope, and Barbara Stanwyck
in a vanety of films. Ceall B. BeMilles’
film “Union Pacific™ headlined the
week. The cost: 12 cents and 25 cents.
In the early 1978s, our little movie
palace closed is doors. It reopened in
1981 as a theatre for pornographic
movies. In an effort to appeal to the
people of St. Paul, the owner had show
ings of free car:oons for the youth on

Left phete: Tbe Elite 1heatre changed its
location in the 1920s. Benefiss of the mewe
included a larger sereen and expanded seat
ing area in the 1930s. the Elite's name
changed to the Ranera. Qumer Movts
Tbempsen also added a new neon sign and
enharnced the exserier. Photo svurtesy of
Ren W. Saek.

Bhato beloio: St Paul’s ideal Cafe and
barber shop building on the south side of
Heward Avense A tour I toek of this
building three years age still shews evidence
of the Elite 1beatre being en the north side
of Howard Avenue Some patrons would
use the parking let bebind the 1deal Cafe
and eat at the cafe befere seeing a mevie
Sall present and painted on an snacrier wall
of the former cafe are the words “Elite
Parking.” Pheto eourtesy of Liz King

Saturdays. 1 was one of the youngsters
who took advantage of the free popcorn
and earteons The owner’s gesture of
goedwill didn’t calm matters. Protests
by Ciniaens for Decency occurred, and
the theatre finally closed for lack of
business It was purchased by the Happy
Church in 1984,

1 am pleased to sce adapnve reuse of
the building by the Happy Church, but
long for the day when a local group (per
formanwe theatre or film group) has the
drcam and vision to puichase the build-
ing and restore it to the glory of yester
day and bring additional hfe and culture
to St Paul’s historic Howard Avenue
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“Emtering Howard
County” book review.

By James L. McKee

As Nebraska’s rowns and counties
celebrated their centennial years in the
1960s and 70s, histories began to be
published. Howard County’s 1985
example is now long out of print and,
like many other areas, the county is
now experiencing another entry

When one reads Sack’s opening
three sentence note, it is obvious he is
writing about a subject he is passion-
ately familiar with and, though credit is
given te many volunteers and contribu-
tors, his collections and editorial hand
are obvious throughout the text
Bahensky’s examination of the recent
history of Howard County is a valu-
able addition, often lacking in many
lecal histones

The first ten chapters are reprints
from diaries, interviews and previously
published articles and papers which
provide excellent overviews and per-

Entering Howard Ceunty

sonal anecdotes frem pioneers and
observers Virtually all county histories
furmish family biographies and anee
dotes, but Sack and Bahesnky have
panstakingly verted and edited the per
sonal stones so that they offer a consis
tent format without appearing sterile or
all written in the same hand.

®ne of the most striking sections in
the book is a photographic essay by
Sack dedicated ro his grandmother
Pauline Sidel Sack entitled “Silent in
the Land.” The 14 black and white
photographs offer starkly handsome,
head-on illustrations often reminiseent
of Wright Morris, which are comple
mented by brief comments on facing
pages Tuming to the tiny cottage in
Pannebrog, I was tempted to hop in
the car and get a firsthand look.

The next section begins with a con-
cise listing of Howard County’s place
names which are identified on a
detailed map, coverage often omitted
from county histories ard sorely
missed. After each settlement is noted
with location and coordinates, post
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office dates and population figures, the
major villages and towns are treated in
detail by individual by individuals from
the community. Town photographs fol-
low in a separate section in alphabeti-
cal order. Churches, education and
county life sections are then offered.
Sack comes off as a canny observer,
collector. author, and layout designer
who obviously loves history, photegra-
phy, and above all Howard County.
The layout 1s strikingly professional,
particularly in the treatment of the
photographs and initial chapter pages.
Although a cemplete index would
have been a plus, particularly for
researchers, there is a good “contens™
section. All in all this is the best county
history ef the many I have read. It sets
a remarkably high standard for county
histories of the future, not just in
Nebraska, but the entire nation.

James L. McKee is the Hastory Colurmnist
for the Lincoin fourngl-Sear, serves on
the Board of Birectors of the Nebraska
State Historical Society, is the Historian
for the City of Lincoln, and cwnrer of
Lee Booksellers
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Donations made to the Howard County Historical Seciety’s depot fund and other projects from 1998 to present

DONATIONS $1-§99

Ann Alt

Mavaoe Ambrose

Jean Bailey

Ed & Rita Berzwh

Karen Brasee

Rodexick Budkharde

Carpenter Cars

Viola M. Carter

Willard Chriswensen

Judith C. Damewood

Dannebrog Boasters

Johno & Mary Dulty

Maurws & Delores Eiberger

Jim & Elaige Evars

Robert L. Forbes

Dozis Forbes

Naney Forbes

Lucille Grim Fox

Fumiruze Cleasing Hoise

Bobbe Gordon

Lillian Haggare

Phyllis Wigsbeum Hawes

Joan McClure Hazard

Hill Traibers Club

Jemry & Janet Hruza

Tom E. Hruza

Geotrgia Jensen

Harold & Hclen Johnson

Ray & Shirley Johnson

Marie Iwanski

lany Kalkowski

Rose Ann Kehoe

lorzaine Kurz

Gerzld Laskowski

Rose Larson

Haze! 1 awrence

Jim & Kathy [eschinsky

Ixle & Doris Leth

Ray & Virginia | esh

Lindbloom

Agnes 1athsop

Rex Mann

Dale Matousek

Aliae Mayne

Ken & Exmily McCray

Visginia Moracewski

Robea & Caral Xael

Office Bar

Elma O'Neill

Ken & France Osteimeier

Pam P ree

Pizza Hut

Jean Poss

Marian Ports

8er:v Rasch

Jvan & Erma Rasmussen

John Ross

Edwin Sclunide

Dozis Schretfler

Mike & Colietee
Shaughnessy

Anna Dahibery Smith

Derald Stalnaker

lLorraine Stewart

Harold & Leora Swanson
Robea F. Toharski

Janet Haggert Trojan
Evgcne & Joan L Veeer
Marie Vollbrache

Joyae Ward

John B. & Sandm Weitzel
Brad & Deb Wells

X followcing dongtions. of
oz 3200 ginll be fisted on
the doner wgll in the depor.

1005199 DONATIONS

Eugene & Cookie Balensky

Jexrv & Shazon Bahensky

Jeanne Scon Bruntz

Eileen Bader Chapin

Carl A. Christensen

Ken & Elcanor (luistensen

Vance & Jean Clark

Daryl & Mazy Svoboda
Conges & family

Dorothy Davis

First Federal 1incoln Bank

Heritage Living Cener

Alan & Dclores Shrnck Hilt

Ksisra e Holien

Carl Huebner

Jacobs Ford

Dale & Bemmic Johnsen

Elizabech & Teriy King

Kathy & Phil | aRoe

Cwas Lehn

Euniice Lukasiewicz

Dian2 & Mike Markvicka

Evelva McClurc

C. M. Nielsen

Don Nieseld

Dick & Gena Olinger

laverne & PatPaulsen

Gary & Anz Rasmussen

Rose B. Rasmitssen

Bewty Roemmich

Phy. lis Ros

Jeft Sack & Sicph Reinsch

Russ Sack

St. Paul Absmact

Dan & Kav Schenck

Kathy Bahensky Sermerad

Dauiel G. Seveik

Skagway

Gary & Bettic Spiiger

Jetsey E. & Shicky Svoboda
& family

Sweet Shoppe

Doswnld V. & Marlere Syas

Jeery Woreman

$200-5499 DONATI®NS

Vansee & Lyle Bahensky
Ellen Jacebsen Canpbell
Jim & Jan Chasmisen

@®lass ol 1979

Dozothy June Rubeck
Collins

Eakes Ofec Plus

lee & Janec Faic

Farwell Aans

David B. Hald

Jimm 8 Matry Sack Hedrick

Jack & Jill

Alice Cain Jacobsen

Clem 8% Irene Kezeor family

Col. Russell E. Klimpimmith

Dawvid Kruse

Pat Kunae

leroy & Marie Kyhn

Diana & Mike Maskvicka

‘Dr Maurice & Macedean

Matchews

Connic Blomberg May

Mike Nevn vy

Dr. Jean 10uis Pase & Claire
Langlois

Frank & laFcen Mudloff
family

Alyce Paul

Dc Lvle & Czrol Rasmussen

Si. Pavl Rer it Comminee

St. Paul Chhamber of
Commerec

Bil] & Kay Seerborough

James ). Schmide

Albeer & Clara Schwenk

Benivy & Gary Schwenk

Edwin & Lomaine (Dycke)
Sevcik

€riie & Darlene Sidel familv

Joyce Smong

Wasne & Elaine Schenck
Swadley

James & lorraine Swinarski

Subway

Svoboda Families

Dz Flovd Tesmer

8eroadine Wekh

Evelyn Jacobsen Winnegar

Zanadu (Azbys)

$500-5399 DONATIONS
Maigie Becker Cook
Elaine Jacabs Bosserman
T.0O.-Haas
lukasiewicz Furnirure
James & Marilyn Nelson
Leon Scanezs kiSe Paul
Equipmerntt
Tonumy-Rene Printers
Anne Schenck Zauhor

$600.§539 PONATIONS

Ron & Jeancite Bahensky

Pt Richard & Florenee
Hanisch

Wi Jiam J. Mam kein

Bit & Doroshy Rhodes

Wil iam & Jan Sack
Dave & Mena Spraguc

9200052439 PONATIONS

Bossclman Family

Elaine Jacobs Bosseanan

Audrey Chnistensen

Charles & linda Dobry

Howard Couniy/Slicanan
Co. Bank

Jacobaen Funeral Honwe

St. Paul Javerss

KN Encrgy

Macker St. Asseciates
(Lowen (Jausen/Pat Kunze)

Dan & Barb Mclaryre

Modern Woudoep of Amaxa

Howard & Frieda @akeson

Rotary Club of St. Paul

Sz Paul Bank (@6B)

S.E. Smith and Seiis

Ron Schenek & Gary &
Kav Gay

Marjosie Sevthard

Sower’s Club

§2500-54999 DONATIONS
Dave & Maribm Brehm
Gary & Bennic Clayron
Ron W. Sack

$3000 59999 DONATIONS
Marion Bahaisky

$10.000 DONATIONS
Citizens Bank & Tiust

Nebraska Depas iment of

Raads -Trarspoaation
€nhancement Grant

MEMORIALS
{5100 OR. MORE)

Genrude Bahensky

leonard Bahensky

Leonard Baheasky, je

Emest Backer

Mr. & Mss Edwin Berggren

Robere 8 Marge Blomberg

Jim Cook

Harold Craig

Frank, Joseph & Anwonia
Dvos acek

The DeVey family

Anna & Frank PeVry

Betty Twehous Eckhardt

William Gilliland

Bill Gordon

Peter W. Graus

Earl C. Hald

Bermice Hellwege

Elizabesh Hood

Harry A. & Frieda Jasobs

Elsie Jacobsen Brown

Carl & Harsine Jacobsen

Thorvald & Aliec Jacobsen

Edward R. Jarecke

J-B Johison

Paoick 1_ Kdlv

Chris & Marthz Knoepfel

Mary Koamick

Art & @®lhe Sidel Kotila

David & Benty Kruse

Haael Kraycki

Mr & Mes. J.N. Larsoo

Maisic B. 1arson

Aana ). larsoa

Emma larson

Leonard & Annic Lacop

Hasey 1azson

Morles & Johnson family

Ed & Marne Mann ein

1 ar iy Mosse

Carnie Morteosen

Elaine Mosoek

Tuff: Muller

Nicholas Jav Paul
1997-1992

Roland & Lillian Rall
Pecesen

Robert & Donra Picrac,
Ea:l & Sarah Picrec

Jean Pours

John Charles & Bertha Potts

Howard & Marian Pons

Lillian Louisc BeViy Rhodes

Harold R (Bud) Rasmussen

Harold Rasmuss:=n

Rose B. Rasmussen

Scanley Rasmussen

De Viv and Rhodes Family

Edward Rosenbemy

Paulioc 8 George Sack

Dan & liene Schenck

Alben & @lzra Schwenk

St, Ann Francis Sidel

Wm. Jr. & Anna Lukasiewicz
Sidel

Lola L. Silk

Douglas Smith

Emilek & Gladv¢ Smith

Bill & Evelsn Sveboda

Jeusy E. & Eleanor Svoboda

Charles Vincem Svoboda

Charles E Tavlos Jr.

St. Mary Ann Wissing

Peggs Zocholl

The abeve (st (s as of
223101. (Mt does not inchede
donations nrade o the
Yeterans™ fund.) }f s0u need
clavification en y®ur donarion
anict & frnnd un error, plese
wetifs Marion Babensky We
thank you for voirr suppert.
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From the President.

By Mena Sprague

We begin an exciting new year at
the Howard County Historical Society
We have a good group of board mem-
bers listed on the back page of the
newsletter. We will miss Diana and
Cartl Christensen, but both have
promised to remain active seciety
members. Our first meeting bad to be
pestponed, due 1o weather, to Sunday
afrernoon and we had a good atten-
dance. We have an exciting year ahead
of us, beginning work on the depot and
fundraising to keep up with the
increased costs incutred while waiting
tor the architect to work on our pro
ject. On the same vein our thanks go to
Marion Bahensky for compiling
and displaying on main street the
Depot Donor List We are receiving
rave reviews on our county history
book Erter:ng Howard Ceunty from
state officials. Editors, writers,
researchers, bookkeepers., and
designers include Marion Bahensky,
Ron Sack, Virginia Leth, Doris Leth,
Ken Leth, Setha Zimbelman and the
Phenegraph-Herald

We had a successful Holiday Tour
of Homes. We were asisted by and
received matching funds from the
Modern Weodsmen Insurance Group
It was an extremely cold and inclement
night and we’re grateful for those brave
ones who attended. The homes were
beaunful and thanks to the homeown-
ers who invited us to visit them.
Marion chaired the committce and she
and Roderick Burkhardt took the pic-
tures fer publicity onors for some of
the raffle items were Marion Bahensky

and Mary Jane Lamberson.

Our board meetings are held the
second Friday of the month at the City
Library at 7:30 P.M. We welcome all to
our meetings and appreciate volunteers
in all aspecss of our work. Thanks to
President Edna Petersen and the Danish
Brotherheod for volunteering to watch
our village four Sundays this ceming
summer Any other organizations will-
ing 1o match the Danish Brothechood?
All memberships expired January 31,
2001, if you haven’t renewed for 2001,
now is a good time to do it. Please send
in your renewal, new, or gift member-
ship to . Q Box 304, St. Paul, NE
68873. Thanks to all who have
sent renewals and donations. We
appreciate it

Improving the County,
City, and Historical Village.

By Marion Bahensky

Hopes and dreams fer 2001 and
2002 are 10 cemplete the entire
Historical Village complex, with the
Depot Museum open and the exterior
repairs and platferm done, a charming
new historic storage building added,
and landscaping completed. These
dreams include, of ceurse, good luck
with grants, donations, and volunteers.
Our luck (and achievements) have been
excellent, so fac Dreams don't cost a
dime. Sometimes they come true.

We are making progress on the
depot and pessibly a storage building.
Until we get the grounds in shape., we
can’t be taken very seriously as the City
park and major attraction we think we
are. Our historic crop of puncture

vines {Texas sandburs to me} is abated
by Carl Christensen’s labor and
donason of herbicide. Unfortunately,
the remaining crops on our grounds are
weeds, weeds, and more weeds. Weeds
that look ugly from a dissance and
weeds that look ugly close up. Sandy
soil and a serious slope create addition
al problems, but nothing that our pow
erful dreams/determination can’t fix.

We can’t afford (and I don’t want)
an expensive sprinkler system 1o nue
ture bluegrass that requires fertilizing,
weed-killing, and low of mowing In
fact, I hope to hatch a goed paxch of
Buffalo grass that will multiply and
spread over the entire half-block.
Buffalo grass is historic and native and
atrractive. It may green up later and
brown up seoner than the non-native
grasses, but our forebears would
approve of the appearance and eceno-
my of Buffalo grass.

I had a geod crop of bluegrass on
my terrace two years ago. I did not
water it last summer and back came
the Buffalo Grass that had been tilled
under and was dormant when my blue
grass was thriving. I’ve talked to Doug
Anderson, extension agent, and Kraig
Beck, who is planting native grasses on
his place near Cotesfield. I am told that
Buffalo grass seed is expensive and
hard to swart. We can doit The
Rhodes, Kalbers, Andersons, and
Cranes (descendants of the DeVrys who
owned all that property in eacly days)
believe in us and send donations in
honor of Anna and Frank DeVry as
well as Lillian Louise DeVty Rhodes.
We all have forebears we are proud of
and want 10 live up 10. We owe it to all
of them to finish up the Historical
Village in a way to make them proud.
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What people are saying about our 544 page history book “Entering Howard County.”

'? ‘m_{ 'J \

“...an impressive county history.”
Dr Jobn Mark Nielser:, Professor of Literature at Danz College

“The Howard County Historical Society should be commended for producing
Entering Howard County...]1 have seen more than a few counties and local historical
societies undertake a variety of projects during my tenure of thirty years with the
Nebraska State Historical Society as senior anthropologist and formerly as State Historic
Preservation @fficer. Entering Howard County is one of the most successful...”

Sernior Research Anthropologist Richard E. Jensen with the Nebraska State Historical Society

“All in all this is the best county history book of the many I have read. It sets a remarkably
high standard for county histories of the future, not just in Nebraska, but the entire nation.”
Lincoln Historan, Lincob: lonrnal-Star coluniist, and bookstore owner Jarnes L. McKee

------- Phetocepy er cirt NoRS Jotted line aud sewd .
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Make checks payable 10 the Hounrd Cexnty Histerical Society Toal:  $=_
P. @ Box 384, St Paul. Nebriska 68873

i

: Yes. please send eopics of the 544 page history book Entering Howard Counéy for me.

i Name: e

i Addcess:

i Ciry: State: Zip: :
i 1.) Numbct of History Books: x §75.00 =

o2 Shipping and Handling (§5.00 per book, if desired): x § 5.00 =

bo3) Tax:

E 5% Ncbraska Salcs Tax {§3.75 ger boek, if purchascd in staie): x 8§ 3.75=

E R 6% St Paul City Sales Tax (534.30, if purchased in St. Paul); x § 4.50= o
i
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Remembering Nysted’s District 17. Aboveis a
rare 1903 phosograph of Wistrict 17 located in Nysted.

The school district was formed in July of 1873 and closed
in April of 1968 The building was ene of the more atactve
rural school buildings in Howard Ceunty. Photo courtesy
of Ron W. Sack.

HowaRD COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.®. Box 304
ST. PAUL, NEBRASKA 68873

Entering Heward County

ALBUSRER:
Howard Conowy Histocica) Society

Includag the sexlesnenis of:
Boclus, Cotsficdd, Cushing,
@ameiwag, Ozancvke, Flba,
Eairdale, Parwell, Nested. Paphin,
St Libeey, S Pawd, and Warsaw

Bowyue:
Ron W. Sadk

CIRCULATION:
300

MALRC ADSRES:
P.O. Bax 304 Sc. Paul. NE 68873
MEMEETSP (INOLUDES NETRSTTER
SUBNRFTON & MALONGS):
$10 per pexson

Tbe HCHS 1s a non pro&t
NEAINT2000.

All production costs of thes mewsletter, except for pronting, bave been donated 1o the Howard Costy Historical Sociery.
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