Historically Speaking

Education 101

By Julie Spilinek
Last quacter 1 featured the country schools of Howard
County; this issue will focus on the schools that were locat-
ed in the towns. especially the years becyond 8th grade

the classes. As the years went by, more and more require
ments were necessary to become accredited and allowing
stadenss to attend a coliege

In addition to the academics, sports was a part of the

Grades one through eight basi- |
cally followed a similar sched
ule and curziculum as the coun-
ty schools. The earliest high
schools offered only 9th. some-
times 10th, grade. Gradually as
enrollment increased, grades 11
and 12 were added. Since bus
service was not available untl
the mid to late 1940°s. the stu

—1 high school cuzriculum, as well
as drama, speech, band and
chorus. Boys basketball domi-
nated the sports scene fer many
yeats, although a few had girls
basketball. Football and track
were soon added. also volley
ball for girls. Today students
have quite a variety of sports
activities in which to partici-

dents who wished to attend
high school bad to board with | _
friends or relatives who L-ved in ¢
the town. These additional
grades offered more advanced
math, science, and social stud-
ies classes; also typing. book-
keeping and a normal training
course for those wishing to
become elementary teachers.
Latin was also a standard
course in many high schools
Most of the early town

pate. including golf, cross
countty, trap shooting, even
®ennis

Now, some of these insti
tutions of learning are also dis
appearing as  eniollment
decreases and the requirements
for accreditation increases. At
one time there wete seven high
schools in Howard County;
now there are only three.

The following pictures
and some of the information

school buildings were two ssory wood frame buildings.
Later brick structures ieplaced these The elementary
classes occupied the lower level while grades 7 through 12
wete on the upper floor A furnace, rest rooms. and an area
for eating lunch were often located in a basement. Some
schools were lucky enough to have a gym within the
school itself. others used other locasons that were avail-
able. As enrollment increased during the late 58°s and 60’s,
additions were frequently necessary to adequately accom-
modate the extra students.

As the need for more professional training increased,
so did the need for more education and educators In the
earliest years the administrator. whether a superintendent
or principal or both. were responsible for teaching some of

were taken from PAGES OF HISTORY—NEBRASKA
HISTORICAL SOCIETY by NEBRASKA HIGH
SCHOQOL HISTORICAL SOCIETY. Archie Lind of Grand
Island. a former principal of Elba, provided the research
for Howard County,
THE FAIRDALE SCHOOL

About eight and a haif miles noith of St. Paul. on a site
no1th of the North Loup River. therte was once situated a
raral school which provided farm children with a short
high school experience. through the 9th and 10th grades.
During school year 1938-39 the head teacher was Ila Faye
Snyder There were just two teachers for all grades K-10.
At the time George A. Jacobson and John Panowisz were
members of the Fairdale Board of Education The high
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A Message

From the President
Gary Peterson

1 hope everyone has a good Holiday Season

We had a nice number of visitors at the Historical
Village in 2010.

Last fall contractors started painting the church
and school house and completed it this spring A con-
tractor repaired the roof of the coal shed, by the
Depot, this fall

1 hope everyone has a happy 2011.

I want to thank ail the board members und the
Society members that volunteered to help this past
Summer.

school was dropped about the tme of World War IT about
two decades of operation
HARMONY SCHOOL
Also within the amnbit of the city of St. Paul, county
seat of Howard County, was the farm community of
Harmony and a school diswict 0Tthat name which conduct

ed classes throughrthe T0thrgrade for a time between World

Wars 1 and 1. During the late 1930’s, the faculty consisted
of Mary E. Callahan plus one other teacher Carl M. Jensen
and Einer Rasmussen were members of the Harmony
School Board at the time Eight high school students were
enrolled there during the school year 1938-3% The high
school and the grade school are both now long gone and
forgoticn. Even the locason of the old Harnony School is
known by only a few present residents of this area.
THE NYSTED SCHOOL

Many early emigrants from Denmark settled and
homesteaded in Nebraska. That is also wue of the Nysted
community situated one mile noith and three miles west of
the town of Dannebrog. @n April 12. 1883, a U.S. post
office was opened there namned Nysted after a city of that
same name back in Denmark. the country of origin of
many settlers. A school diswict was formed and a rural
grade school existed for some time befere a short high
school was conducted A 9th and 10th grade were available
at the Nysted School for a few years during the 1920’s and
1930's. U.S. mail service direct to the village of Nysted
was stopped in 1918. As with many rural communities,
with the onset of Werld War 11 along with the increased
educational requirements to nainmain state accredimtion.
the era of the rural high school became a luxury too diffi-
cult to maintain and the Nysted School faded into history.

BOELUS = =
Boelus was the hub of District 30, which housed its

i
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BodustghSchool ( I 894. 1967) su!l ood somenharueahered in .fhe early I 9905 |
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CENTURA (1967-Present)
Main enrance (lef}) of Centura High
School! leads to classroom area
(below in the drawing; elementary
unit ai exireme lower lgft).

first elemmentay school in a sod house. [n the early 189@’s
secondary education. grades 9 and 10, were added. Ta 1896
these studens graduated from the 10th grade—Adelbert
Savage. Minpie Avres, B.R Hedglin, Lucy Kenyon. and
C.A. Robinson. A two story brick building was completed

10 1911 and in 1917 the Llth and 12d; grades were added
The schoel mascot was the Bears and their colors were
blue and gold. The boys basketball seam won the state
championships in Class G in 19138 and in Class M 1a 1923
and 1924 Due to decreased enrollment and increased

COTESFIELD HIGH SCHO®L (1913-1945)}—Cotesfreld’s school buitding was constructed in 1905,
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CUSHING HIGH SCHOOL
(1904-1954)
Cushing High School of the mid
1920's had 1eminents 1emaining

in the 1990's.

requirements the high school closed and became pait of the
present Centura system.
CENTURA
Ccntura is ihe youngest school system in all of Howard
County. A greatdeal of planning went into the architect and

administration— of this school, which encompasses
Dannebrog and Boelus in Howard County and Cairo in
Hall County. In reality it is a “‘county’ school as itis locat
ed in an area five miles from each of these communities.
Thus, the name Centura In 1968, 51 seniors comprised the
first gradualing class from the new school. The name,

Centurions, was chosen as the mascot with the colors bz
gundy and white In 1982, an elementary wing, Minder
gaiten through sixth, was added
COTESFIELD

Cotesfield was named after a Miss Cotes, whe was vis
iting military officers located in the area The school,
District 14, was originally elementary only, but in 1913 a
high school was established with one 9th grade student. By
the early 1920’s the remaining three grades were added
with the first class te graduate as seniors in 1924. At one
time there were as many as 40 students in the high school.

PANNEBROG HIGH SCHOOL (1887-1967)—1he final Dannebrog schoe! building was constructed in 1921 and used
threugh 1967.
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* The art deco motif draws aitention o the Elba High School building

However, it too, succumbed to changing (imes and 1945
marked the last graduating class. A total of 118 studeats
graduated from this institution.
CUSHING

A gew grade school, District 122, was part of the
Cushing towan site by 1902 with the 9th and 10th grades
being added soon after Supcrintendent Nelle Folson
reported an enrollmeat of 51 students in 1911. By 1922 a
two story building allowed a feur year high school to be
added Cathenne Jacobsen. George Gallup, Amos Peterson
and Bertha Wilson were members of the first graduating
class in 1924 A familiar name from the Class of 1931 was
Derothy Petersen, who later married Art Lynch and togethk
er they operated the St. Paul Legion Club fer several years.
She later developed the now well-known Dorothy Lynch
salad dressing.

DANNEBROG

According to lecal historians the very first school set-
ting was a dugout, then moved to the lower level of a three
story building which was alsoused as a church and the pas
tor’s residence. 1n 1385 a ten grade two story building was
built. Walter H. Hart and Charles F. Hart were among the
first 10th giade graduates. ln 1921 a theee-story modem
building allowed fer a feur year high school. Mabel i.
Nielsen. Mabel Hansen. ®1ga Peterson and Edward Doll
were members of the first senior class ln 1920. the blue
and white Dannebrog Eagles participated ia the state boys
basketball tournament. They were runoer-up in Class F in
1927 and Class D champs in 1929 This school exper+

enced the same fate as numerous others and grades 7
through 12 became part of Centura in 1967 with the ele
menta:y contiming uatil 1982 whea it, t00, became part of
Centura.
ELBA

Elba had a well established school by 1911-12 with ten
grades. By 1924-25 Superintendent Ralph Brown reperted
32 students with Jean Kellenbarger and Mary Nagle as
teachers. By the 1960°s the enrollment had increased sig
nificantly so two new classroems were added--an English
room and a hosme ec room. Another major addition was
made in 1969 with a new gymnasium, a shop, and four new
classrooms were added Later, the shop was conver:ed o a
music room and a large new shop was consiructed. Elba‘s
sports teams, the purple and gold Bluejays. have also been
present at various state tournameats. Home ec is no longer
part of the curriculum but a well established computer pro-
gram is, beginming in kindergaten.

FARWELL

By 1911-12 a one through nine grade school existed in
Farwell with 122 pupils. By the mid 1920’s it also gained
grades 10, 11 and 12 Superintendent Fred B. Appelget and
one teachcr, Mabel Utter, were in charge of 29 students in
grades 9 through 12. Like most high schools of this era,
{atin and Civics were among (he usual classes of math,
science, geography. history and English. During those
early years the only sport available to studeats was boys’
basketball. The red and white Farwell Panthers participat-
ed in the slate basketball sournameant in 1926 and 1927.
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Farwell 71Tgh School's 1 90 b?ing serve

i

a commientity anchor.

Their best team was in 1956 as they finished the season
with 23 wins and one loss and earned the status of runner
up for Class E. The one loss was that final game. Ia 1950
a new building was constructed. However. the high school
was closed in 1968. In 1992 the 7th and 8th grades were
discontinued. The Farwell school closed at the end of the
2007-2008 school year.
ST. PAUL

District No. I was organized April 29, 1872 Although
the diswict was much larger there were only 8 or 10 chil-
dren of school age. The first school was saught in the sum
mer and fall of 1872 in what was known as the @Id
Buckeye House. The average attendance was about 5. The
tirst teacher was Miss Lizzie Cooper. who later perished on
the prairie during the severe snowstorm of 1876.

The first school house was built in 1873, costing about
$2.8001 Another school house was built in 1883-84 at a
cost of about $12.000. In 1902 the problem of heating the

building led to the installation of a heating plant. The first
commencemnent was held in 1889 with four students
receiving their diplomas after completing three years of
high school. The 12th grade was added in 1907 which
included the Normal Tcaining Course allowing graduates
to teach in the elementaiy grades.

The total expense of the district in 1872 was about
$100: in 1909 it was over $9.080. Today the amount would
be staggering.

The old part of the present school was constructed in
1923. 1n 1950 an extensive addition added several new ele
mentary rooms. Twenty one years ago a new gym and se v
eral classrooms were added This year saw the completion
of yet another large investment as 12 new classtooms were
added as well addiwonal office space. With the addiwon of
computer classes there was a need for extra space I can
testify £irst hand that the spase is being utilizad every day.

St Paid High School has seen many expansions over the years
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Letter [rom Bob Spilger

This letier from Bob Spilger arrived too late for the
last issite, but since he went to the treuble »f sending i, !
wrote to him that I'd include it in this issue

Dear Jjulie,

I apologize for pot writing sooner than this. I received
your contact informadon some lime ago from my mother
Bettie Spilger of St. Paul. She told me you were looking
for some memories of smdeats who amended couptry
schools in Howard Couaty. What I plan (o share with you
in this letter are a few of those experiences as I allended
two countty schools in Howard Colttoty.

Growing up in Howard County, Nebraska: 1 had the
upique privilege of growing up io rural Howard County,
Nebraska where I also received my elementary educaon
at a rural coltniy school. In fact. I had the unique privilege
of attending two different schools.

] began my education at Diswict 53 of Howard County.
District 53 was located south of St. Paul and east of
Highway 281. It was one of the few one room schools left
in the county. I began my education as a kindergarmer in
1956. There were six studeots attending the school at that
time. Our teacher was Mamie Schott who lived in the
Dannebrog area and commuted each day from her fanno
home.

My School Days at District 53. The school house was
heated in the winter time by a big pot belly stove that was
located ip the middle of the ciassroom When the weather
turned cold we were allowed (10 wear our ccats and millens
io order (o stay waim (until the stove warmed the building
up). Some days when the temps ouside were below zero
we spent most of our day gathered around the stove

The school had no ruoning waer so all our dnaking
water was caitied io from an outdoor pump located in froot
of the school (if you arc careful when driving by the
school's former locaton I believe you can still see the
pump standiog io the trees).

Almost all of the studens lived within wailing dis-
mapce to the school. Whep the weather permined the stu-
dents walked te and from school cutting across fields and
pastuzes taking shoit cuts te their homes.

One special memory ] have took place on a spring day.
during our poon recess. Mts. Schott took us to a hill porth
of the school house where we all took turms rolling down
the bill. Even Mrs Schott took her turm. rolling down the
hill ip a dress. { thiok she had as much fun as we did.

Christmas time was also a special time for studepts
attcnding rural schools. At this time they would put togeth-
er (with the help of their teacher) a program that was pre
seoted shoitly before Cbristmas break began.

The school house was filled with parents, giandpar
eols, as well as others who were part of the community. it

really was a community evenl, and she highlight was Santa
Claus making ap appearance handing out bags of puts and
candy 10 the kids in attendance.

My Scheel Days at District 15 (Bunker Hill Scbool).
As I mentioned earlier I had the privilege of attending two
counay schools District 15, otheiwise known as Buoker
Hill School, was the second school I awmended I artended
District 53 kindergarten through second grade. The school
closed at the end of that year and we merged with Disirict
15, which was located south of St. Paul, and west of
Highway 281, less than a quarter of a mile. The schoo}
house is sull located there, however I believe it has become
a private home I believe Marilyn Beyersdorf is the cuzreat
owper of the property.

When the two schools merged we wem #om an
extremely small school to a much larger student body.
kom a one room school house %0 a two room school house
with two teachers instead of one At one poiot there were
as mapy as 50 students altending the Bunker Hill School.

A special memory was the Cbristmas programs at
Buoker Hill school for tbey turmed out to be rather large
productions for a school our size. Shortly after
Thanksgiving the school board would assemble a large
stage io the middle of the lower classroom After returming
from Thanksgiving break, which was only a two day break,
the practice begao io earest. The pight of the program was
a large community event, pareots and grandparents as well
as people from the immediayx commupity would attend.
Our mothers would provide the luoch served following the
program, and of course Santa would make his appearance
passing out candy and puts to the children.

Apother special memory was our anaual f.eld trips.
Somelimes we wouid take a road trip to Mindeo,
Nebraska. and spend the day at Pioneer Village: other
times our teachers would take the childreo oo a day long
hike down (o the I.sup River west of the school op the farm
owned today by Ed and Carol Stepanek. These teachers
were brave taking all of those children on a day long
adventure.

These are a few of my memories. I have more but tys
is part of what Ihe experience was like for me. I feel very
privileged to have had the educational experience 1 had. 1
koow that my teachers all played an importaot role in
preparing me for life and for my cootioued education of
both high school and college.

If you have apny questiops, please feel free (o get in
touch with me. | cap be reached either by e-mail or phone
My e-mail address is: bspilger@gmail.com or you may
reach me by calling 319256-5471. Thaoks so much for
allowing me (o share these memories.

Siocerely,
Bob Spilger, Wayland, Iowa
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