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By Julie Spilinek 
Soon seniors from across the county will be walk 

ing across a stage to the tune of Pomp and 
Circumstances with a high school diploma in their 
hand. Many of them will have decided what they plan 
to do after graduation. For some that will include 
attendance at an institution of higher learning. 
Although Jong gone from the scene, many Howard 
County graduates between 1897 and 1942 chose to 
attend the Business and Nonna! College located in St. 
Paul. Professor S. D. Smith was the administrator to 
50 scudentS who attended classes held at the GAR 

building the first year. Two years later, in 1899, an 
impressive brick building was constructed by C.V. 
Svoboda and Andy Gruber and was located at the site 
of the present Howard County Hospital. The cost of 
construction was covered by donations and the sale of 
shares. 

The courses of study included commercial, steno
graphic, secretarial, banking, and civil service. 
Normal training courses were offered to those who 
wished to become teachers, especially secondary 
teachers as it was possible to teach in grades one 
through eight with a high school normal training 
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A Message 
From the President 

Gary Peterson 
I 

1 know everyone is looking ahead and are anx
iously awaiting spring. 

We have repairs to be done to the schoolhouse 
entry way and need to put concrete edges on the brick 
sidewalks. 

We are also going 10 lay down a platfonn for the 
old Jann wagon that sits out front of the village. 

Our contractor; Josh Rudolph, will do the repair 
on the school and prepare the base for the wagon 
11si11g 12 inch x 12 i11ch cement slabs that were donat
ed to us. 

We will be looking for volull/eers for Spring 
Clean-Up and volunteers for when the m11Seum is 
open this summer from Labor Day to Memorial Day. 

Remember-dues for 2011 are due 110w. 

Joseph Zocholl, a native of Pap/in, returned to 
Howard County and by 1911 was part owner of St .  
Paul Business College. He became the sole owner in 
19/6. 
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course. There is a complete list of classes elsewhere in 
this newsletter.) Under the commercial listing one 
finds Business Penmanship, Spelling, and Vocabulary. 
Io visiting with a former student, these were stressed 
throughout the course. Among the classes listed one 
will note a few that have been eliminated from any of 
today's business courses. Shorthand, mimeographing 
and address graphing have been replaced by more 
technological means. Typewriting has been replaced 
with keyboarding. 

Joseph Zocholl, who was born and grew up near 
Paplin, enrolled at the college in 1905. He continued 
his education in Chicago and taught for two years at 
St. John's University in Ohio. In 1910 be returned to 
Howard County and began teaching at the College. In 
19ll be became a partner in its ownership with H. 
Lew Mathre. By 1916 be purchased Mr. Malhre's 
interest and became the sole owner and operator until 
1942, when it closed due to the onset of World War II. 
Mr. Zocboll died in 1945; however, it was he who was 
responsible for the huge success of the institution. 
Hundreds of students successfully completed their 
course of study and ultimately became successful 

The college also provided instruction in music and 
occasional plays were presented. There were both 
boys and girls basketball teams that competed with 
area teams. It definitely served the county well. 

PLEASE NOTE: 
I would like to research the history of the 

Parochial schools of the county to be included in a 
future issue of Historically Speaking. If anyone has 
information or personal memories they would be 
willing to share, please send them to me at P.O. 
Box 68, Elba, NE 68835. Pictures would also be 
appreciated; these would be returned to you. I also 
plan to do one or two issues on the locally owned 
eating establishments that were located in Howard 
County, such as the recently demolished Uptown 
Grill. Drive-ins will also be included. Again, any 
information or personal experiences would be 
MOST APPRECIATED. 

For Sale: Entering Howard County
A History of Howard County. Price 
reduced to $50. Postage is extra. 
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Written on the back of the picrure: Taken May 1, 1897. The "Unpraticled Spinsters" or Old Maids Club: First 
Row, left ro right, Marie Hillebrand, Myrtle Johnson, Maud Still, Blanch Craven, Vera Force Taylor; Second Row, 
May Myers Frame, Maud Jackson Berray, Anna West, Eva Taylor, Oma Smith. Hildred Herron Mead; Third Row, 
Altha Henry, Kittie Earstin, Winnie Chadwick, Marian Jolls and Alice Bartholomew. 

Tul tion B&tu 

Lit• Scholt.roblp (Ti .. On
llalto4) Complete Coeblne4 
Courao - - - - - - tu&.oo 

•tne Konthe• Scbolarahip-
Azq Coar•• - - - - t11&.oo 

Siz Konth1' Scholarehip--
Azq Coureo - - - - t12&.00 

7our llontho' Bcholarebtp-
Any Courae - - - - -f90.00 

Three •ontbe• 8obolarahtp
Ml7 Couroe - - - - -f71.&o 

One •onth•• 8cholarab1p--
Any CourH - - - - -tl0.00 

Wo extra ree or charae 
tor ua• ot t7�writer• or 

the ottloe Appllancea,etc. 

o ... to St. Paul an4 SAVll. 

Coapl•t• OUttlt ot Boob an4 
SuppllH. 

Bualneao Arlt-tlo- tl.00 
llualnoaa aic11ob - - 1.00 
Oorre1pon4enco - - - 1.00 
llllaln••• Speller - - .&o 
"'pl4 Calculation- - .IIO 
Pe,-nahlp Paper - - 1.00 
B\t1ine?e Law - - - 1.40 
l!ooltlcuptnc -l - l.&O 
lletall Aooowitin& - a.II 
Wholeoale Aocountinc a.40 
Partnerablp OUtfit - 1.60 
Corporation Olltflt - l.&O 
Rieber Aooo'1Dtinc - 1.10 
Au41tln& • 2.&0 
-tnc OUttit ,.,o 
Shorthand. llanual - l.&O 
Gregg Spee4 8tu41ea• 1.20 
8eoretart&l Stu41•• 8.00 
T,-pewr 1 Ung llanual - 1. 20 
T7pewritin& Peper - 1.00 
Saleaman&hip lllnual• 1.00 
7111nc 8Uppltea - - 2.•o 
ClYll Santee Ollttit S.00 

Coaplete outfit t•3.70 

OUR GUARANTEE 

•• p.a.r�:t·•• to aaTe 
7011 troe tll().00 to tI00.00 
on a ooepl•t• acholarahip 
•• o-e4 with llllat &D7 
other llouin••• Oollop in  
the atate will charp 70111 
an4 we atan4 read.7 to coe
parll our cou.r••• ot et\147 
an4 our ao4ern equipaent 
with that ot &D7 other 
-..010••• Coll•c• in thia 
ltata. 

11117 p&7 t'roa $00.00 
to tl00.00 aore when 7ou 
o.an set &a good a coura• 
or a better one tor leaat 
You o.an not attord t.o aaka 
a llia'8lta in the eeloctlon 
ot a aohool. 

SL Paul Business College 

••nm SCDOOL TDAT GZfl tESULff .. 

SL Paul, Nebrc.ska 

A brochure detailed the ruitio11 rates for prospective students. 



Page4 Historically Speaking, Spring 2011 

t-------------------------------------.;o • i 

I COURSES OF STUDY I 
I 

I 
I 
i 
I 

I -,-
I 
I 
i 
I 

I 
i 
i 

I 
i 
i 
I 
i 

I 

! 
I 
i 
i 
i 
j 

Combined Commercial, Stenographic, Secretarial, Banking, and 
Civil Service Course 

AVERAGE TIME REQUIRED, ELEVEN MONTHS 

Commerdal 
Business English 
Business Correspondence 
Business Mathematics 
Business Law 
Business Penmanship 
Rapid Calculations 
Spelling and Vocabulary 
Actual B·usiness Practice 
.Bookkeeping 
Accounting 
Auditing 
Machine Bookkeeping 
Calculators 
Comptometer 
Advertising 

Salesmanship 

Stenc,g,aphlc aad !,eetttt.rlal 

Shorthand Principles 
Speed Studies 
Office Dictation 
Transcribing Notes 
Secretarial Duties 
Office � 
Secretarial Accounting 
Office Filing 
Mimeographing 
Multigraphing 
Addressographing 
Touch 'I).-pewrlting 
Rough Draft Copying 
Tabulatine 
Bu.'iiness Forms 
Court Reporting 

PREPARE FOR A GOVERNMENT 

Aeeoununr and Auditing 

Bookkeeping 
Retail Offices 
Wholesale Oflic:es 
Commission Off.treS 
Manufacturing 
Sole Proprie torship 
Partnerships 
Corporations 
Actual Banking 
Accounting 
Cost Accounting 
Auditing 
Adding Machines 
Bookkeeping Machines 
Posting Machines 
Civil �rvice Training 

POSITION 

$1,260 to $3,200 a Yearfor You to Start 
Our Ova Service preparation makes it easy for you to prepatt for the Government examinations fo:r tany 

ot these subjects: 

Spelling 
Grammar 
Vocabulary 
Arithmetic 

�phy 
Penman.shjp 

Mental Tests 
General Tests 
Rc.-port Writin.K 
Letter \Vriting 
Rough Dra!Ls; 
Clerical Tests 

Stenography 
Typewriting 
Accounting 
Bookke<,ping 
Auditing 
Filing 

Mail Tests 
Sorting 
Fol.lowing Instructions 
Routing 
Craphlng 

Indexing 

OUr Civil Sc:.-rvi� Courses prepare the student for any of the following positions: Accounting Cl{'rk. Ad· 
dressograph Operator. Bookkeeper, Clerk. Clerk.Typist, Oerk-Stenographer, Statistical CJerk. Auditor-Income 
'tax Servict>, Bookkeeping MachiJl{' Operator, Cllculating Machine Operator, Court Reponer, Junior Bookkeeper, 
Junio1· Stenographe-r, Junior Typist. Mimeograph Operator, Multigraph Operator, SC'cretary�Stenogapher, Senior 

Burroug:h.s Bookkeeping- :ind 

Posting llachin.e 

Bookkeeper, Senior Typist, Senior 
Stenographe r, Statistician, Junior File 
Cler� Junior Auditor. Senior Auditor, 

Forest Ranger, Park Ranger. Airmail 

Clerk, Qty Mail Carrier. Postmaster
Second. Third. and Foorth Class, Post 
omce Clerk, Railway Postal Clerk, 
Rural Mail Carrier, Customs Inspector, 

Immigrant Inspector, Immigrant Patrol 

Inspector, etc .• etc.  
These Governmc-nt positions pa,y 

from S1,2Ei0 to $3,200 a year to start, 

with exceUcnt opportunities tor a d .  

vancemt?nt. Let us PREPARE YOU 
for the great opportunity which Uncle 

Sam offers you NOW! 

Sondstr:md Addln;:' and 
Lls'ling lbchine 
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Students May 

.St. �Pa1il, Nehxaska 



The identities of the 1915 Sr . Paul College men's bas
ketball team are not known. 

Sr. Paul College fielded a women's basketball ream in 
1909-10. The top right player was identified as 
Valdena Johnson (Gibson). 

In 1936, Regina Pysczynski paid $175 and was 
enrolled in the St .  Paul Business College courses of 
Commercial, Shorthand, Banking and Civil Service. 
She paid cash, in full, prior to the start of classes and 
was therefore entitled to an 1m/imited time to com
plete her course work. 
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The business college occasionally presented plays. Cast members in the top picture were Mildred Harvey 
(Christensen-Blazek), Staley Tucker, Faye Jensen, Robert Reiman, Lillian Bramer and William Blaha. The names 
on the back of the picture below were Clyde (Ring tail) Leathern, Leonard Stewart, Edward (Fiest)·) Gruber and 
Edna Nelsen. 
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INSIDE: This issue of Historically 
Speaking is entitled "Beyond High 
School" and was researched and 
written by Julie Spilinek. 

Historically 

Speaking 

f>uBUSHER: 

Howard Co11lll}' Hlstorical Society 

EDml«;, I..AYOOT, Al<O DEslGN: 

Many fine members or lhe Howard 
Coonty Hislorical Society 

Cw:uu.not<:

300+ 

P.O. Box I, Saim Paul, !'IE 68873 

2011 ll<wto OF O!RocroRs: 

Raylelh 
Jessie Kiser 

Charles Govlik 
Marleoe Govlik 

Larry Lukasic,.i.,icz 
Kayleen Lukasiewicz 

Janet Hru2a 
lean Poss 

Julie Spilinck 
Joseph Javorsky 

20110mcns: 

Mau!ERSHJI' (l'<CUJDES NEWSt£Trot Gary Pei=o, Pn:sidcnt 
Sc1'SCR!Pf1(lN AND MAn.u<os): Evelyn lh'O<llk. Vu:e fu:sident 

Joseph lavonky, Treasurer 
SIO 1!!:! pmoo Dave Spngue. Secretacy 

Preserving lhe history of: 
Boelus, Coleslield. OJS!ting,

Dannebrog .  Dannevide, Elba. 
Famlak, Farwell. Nysted. Paplin, 

Saini Ubo<y, Saint PauL and The HCHS is a noo-discriminatory 
Warsaw pro\ider. 


